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RESOLUTION DEDICATING CERTAIN LAND FOR HIGHWAY PURPOSES 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Wethersfield has long planned to extend Old Reservoir Road in a 
northerly direction beyond its terminus at or near the intersection with Whippoorwill Way; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, in 2010, the Town acquired property known as the Wilkus Farm Property on 
the west side of Thornbush Road, including land needed to extend said Old Reservoir 
Road; and  
 
WHEREAS, in connection with the Wilkus Farm Property acquisition, the Town acquired 
by separate deed, a small triangular piece of property, measuring approximately 3,029 
square feet and described on the attached Schedule “A” (the “Wilkus Triangle Parcel”), 
and the Town excluded the Wilkus Triangle Parcel from the conservation easement that 
was placed upon the balance of the Wilkus Farm Property in order to facilitate the road 
extension; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposal to dedicate the said Wilkus Triangle Parcel for highway purposes 
has been favorably reviewed by the Wethersfield Planning and Zoning Commission in 
accordance with Section 8-24 of the General Statutes. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Town of Wethersfield, acting by its Town Council, hereby 
resolves to dedicate the land owned by it and referred to as the Wilkus Triangle Parcel, 
described on Schedule “A” and shown on the attached schematic drawing Schedule “B,” 
for highway purposes. 
 

 
PURPOSE: To dedicate land for highway purposes 
  
PREPARED BY: John W. Bradley, Jr., Town Attorney 
 
PROPOSED BY:  
 
DATE:   December 2, 2015 

 
7172-19037/L91020 

  



ITEM NUMBER: B5a 

TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM  

 
DATE:   December 1, 2015 
 
DEPARTMENT:  Administration 
 
REQUESTED BY:  Jeff Bridges, Town Manager 
 
ITEM:  Resolution Dedicating Certain Lands for Highway Purposes 
 
COST: N/A    BUDGET SOURCE/AMOUNT: N/A 
 
 
JUSTIFICATION:  The extension of Old Reservoir Road has been anticipated since the 1980 approval 
of the Ireland Estate Subdivision (Now Uccello subdivision).   
 
IMPACT IF NOT APPROVED:  N/A for hearing only.  
 
TOWN MANAGER COMMENTS: The dedication of the triangle portion of property located adjacent 
to Old Reservoir Road has been anticipated for decades following the approval of the Ireland Estates 
Subdivision (now the Uccello Subdivision).  When the Town acquired the Wilkus Farm, this triangular 
portion of the parcel was not included in the land dedicated to open space.  Rather, according to Attorney 
Bradley, this triangle portion of land was held out of the open space dedication for dedication as road 
right of way.   
 
The Town Council sent the dedication of this parcel for highway purposes to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission for a referral under C.G.S. 8-24 on December 24, 2014. The Planning and Zoning 
Commission, during their deliberations on the matter, asked the Town Attorney for a legal opinion 
regarding the status of the approved subdivisions adjacent to the proposed right of way.  The opinion 
from John Bradley, Town Attorney dated January 21, 2015, which provides the history of the land use in 
the area and the history of this “triangle”, is included with this proposed resolution.   
 
The owners of the undeveloped land adjacent to Old Reservoir Road are now going through various land 
use approvals and design measures to develop the subdivisions approved in the 1980’s.  There is also a 
new subdivision proposal on the property formerly known as the “Harris” property and is now known as 
the DiBacco Subdivision.   
 
There is other information in the packet on the road network from Fire Marshal Anthony Dignoti, Lt. 
Donald Crabtree of the Wethersfield Police Department, and Peter Gillespie, Director of Planning and 
Economic Development. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 a. Resolution Dedicating Certain Land for Highway Purposes 
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ITEM NUMBER: B5a 

TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM  

 b.Schedule A: legal description of land to be dedicated for highway purposes 
 c.Schedule B: Map of land to be dedicated for highway purposes  
 d. Legal opinion from Town Attorney, John Bradley. 

e. Letter to Richard Roberts, Chairman of the Planning and Zoning Commission requesting a 
review of the proposed dedication under C.G.S. 8-24. 
f. Letter from Peter Gillespie, Director of Planning and Economic Development, providing the 
positive referral from the Planning and Zoning Commission under C.G.S. 8-24. 
g. Memo from Fire Marshal Anthony Dignoti – Plan Review Comments on the DiBacco 
Subdivision. 
h. Memo from Lt. Donald Crabtree regarding the proposed Old Reservoir Road Subdivision 
i. Memo from Director of Planning Peter Gillespie o the Wilkus Triangle – Old Reservoir Road 
and Back Lane Subdivision 

 
 
ACTION REQUIRED:  None: for hearing only. 
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Town of Wethersfield 
Fire Marshal 

 
 

Plan Review Comments 
 

Date: December 1, 2015 
 
Project: DiBacco Subdivision 
Location: Back Lane 
 
Type of plan: Special permit – 1891-15-Z 
Reviewer: Anthony Dignoti 
 
 
 

1. Plans shall be submitted showing fire hydrant locations based on 
email sent to engineer on November 4, 2105. 

2. This office will not support any expansion to this development beyond 
the 22 building lots being proposed. In the future prior to extending 
this subdivision to the north, this office will require that the north leg 
of Old Reservoir Road be extended and connected to the DiBacco 
Subdivision. 

 
 

 
 
____________________________________ 
Anthony Dignoti 
Fire Marshal 

 
 

 



TOWN OF WETHERSFIELD 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

DIVISION OF POLICE 
SUPPORT SERVICES BUREAU COMMANDER 

 
TO:  Town Manager Jeff Bridges 

FROM: Lieutenant Donald Crabtree 

SUBJECT: Proposed Old Reservoir Subdivision 

DATE: December 2, 2015 

 
Police Chief James Cetran and I have reviewed the proposed subdivision off Old 
Reservoir Road. It is the opinion of the Police Department that the town relinquish the 
small portion of Wilkus Farm Property that is designated on the proposal map as Land 
to be Dedicated for Roadway Purposes. This would allow for multiple access points 
for emergency vehicles. It would also allow for more direct access from points east of 
the subdivision.  
 
 
 
Cc: Police Chief James Cetran 



 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
TO:  Jeff Bridges – Town Manager 
FROM: Peter D. Gillespie – Economic Development Manager/Town Planner  
RE:  Wilkus Triangle - Old Reservoir Road and Back Lane Subdivisions  
DATE:  December 3, 2015 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
On December 15, 2015 the Wethersfield Planning and Zoning Commission will be conducting a 
public hearing on a proposal for a 20 lot subdivision to be known as Reservoir Estates.  The 
proposed subdivision design anticipates the construction of a series of permanent and 
temporary cul de sacs with only one means of access (Back Lane).  The length of the proposed 
temporary cul de sac is approximately 1100 feet in length. The plans include provisions that 
would allow for the extension of the proposed streets to the abutting undeveloped property to 
the north. 
 
The Wethersfield subdivision regulations typically limit the length of cul de sac dead end streets 
to 600 foot in length and a maximum of 20 dwelling units.  The Commission may allow an 
exception to these requirements in cases where a street may be extended in the future.  I 
anticipate that the Commission will be inquiring as to the future development potential in this 
immediate area as it relates to the undeveloped properties to the north which were approved 
subdivisions dating back to the 1980’s. 
 
The Commission has been discussing and reviewing the development potential of this area for 
at least 35 years and understands that this neighborhood is remotely served by emergency 
services due to a disconnected public street system.  The Commission has gone on record to 
support the need to extend Old Reservoir Road in a southerly direction.  The extension of this 
road has been complicated by the ownership of a small triangular piece of property that lies 
within the right of way for Old Reservoir Road.  At their meeting on January 21, 2015 the 
Wethersfield Planning and Zoning Commission voted in response to an 8-24 referral to forward 
a positive referral that this triangular property should be dedicated for highway for the 
proposed extension of Old Reservoir Road. 

TOWN OF WETHERSFIELD 
DEPT. OF PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

505 SILAS DEANE HIGHWAY 
WETHERSFIELD, CONNECTICUT 06109 

(860) 721-2837 FAX (860) 721-2843 
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