Wethersfield Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
Minutes - Thursday, August 27, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. byifaeson Tom Ragonese. The meeting was held ahTow
Hall. Members present were Tom Ragonese, RiclodegfKevin Rogers, Dan Silbo, Charlie Wood and Pete
Kalousdian. Also present were Jeff Bridges, Towaniiger, Kathleen Bagley, Director of Parks and
Recreation and Town Council Liaison, Jeff Kotkin.

A.

Public Comments.
No comments.

Minutes — July 23, 2009.
Charlie Wood moved to approve the minutedubf 23, 2009. The motion was seconded by Richard
Lepore and voted unanimously.

Monthly Report — July 2009.

Chairperson Ragonese asked Ms. Bagley about theTresater's summer musical production of
Thoroughly Modern Millie. She reported that thewk were very successful and the teenagers hasha gr
time with this production. He also inquired abthé status of the pool passes and verifying resigléor

all users. Ms. Bagley reported that some people wpset about showing identification for all memnsbef
the household. Once staff explained the polighése individuals, for the most part they underdtoby

the Parks and Recreation Department was confirmgsiglency. She did report that some people thatigh
was not appropriate to check identification foriatlividuals. Board members commented that thiytfe
was appropriate to verify residency for people pasing pool passes. Ms. Bagley informed the Btusat
many families took advantage of placing their carexgon the family pool pass and appreciated thigp.

Letters and Announcements.

Ms. Bagley distributed the department'sifatichure to Board Members. She reported thatrihehloire
was just completed today and would be going ordm@&londay for residents. This brochure will be
distributed to households through the Rare Remih@svspaper on September 10. This distribution will
reach approximately 11,000 households in WethédsfiBoard members reviewed the fall brochure.
Charlie Wood suggested adding Cove Park and thadBstreet Green under facilities on page 4. Jeff
Bridges, Town Manager, asked if the classes listede brochure were all held. Ms. Bagley explditieat
the majority of these classes were held. Therdfig a few classes canceled for lack of enrollmigut
almost all the classes advertised in the brochiee@nducted.

Old Business.

1. New Little League Field.
Chairperson Ragonese reported thaatdeaimeeting with Roberto Giansiracusa, Presiddnttte
League, Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, Kathy Bagleye®or of Parks and Recreation, and Marty Sitler,
Recreation Supervisor, to discuss the maintenaniteemew Little League Field and some small
projects for this field. These projects includéegxling the warning track, installing first andrthbase
coach's boxes and raising the backstop fence.r@&#raon Ragonese explained that a meeting will be
scheduled with town staff, Little League represewea and Dr. Dest to discuss the maintenanceeof th
new field. Chairperson Ragonese will also be preaethis meeting. The purpose of the meeting is

identify all maintenance procedures for the newdfs® that everyone understands what can and cannot

be done with the new field.
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Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, commented on whasset the new field was to the Town of
Wethersfield. He looks forward to his son playorgthis field in the future. Ms. Bagley reportéet

she is working with the Little League volunteersggin their construction of the press box. The
elevator lift for the press box has been delivered board member, Peter Kalousdian, was instrumenta
in helping with the ordering and delivery of thism for the press box. Ms. Bagley thanked hinafbr

his help in unpacking the lift and getting it inte press box. The town mason has completedrite fi
floor concrete block work for the press box and nibi up to the volunteers to build the seconaiflo

and finish building the press box. Ms. Bagley alsgported that she is working with a boy scout i3n h
Eagle project. His Eagle project will be constimgta storage shed for the new Little League Field.
This shed is anticipated to be built later this thon

Chairperson Ragonese reported to board memberkehaischeduling a Mill Woods Building
Committee meeting for next month to go over thasgepts for the field and give the committee an
update on the status of the field. They will revithe budget for the field and determine priorifies
spending the remainder of the funds. Currentlyftimel balance is being used to purchase matenoals f
the press box, and if there are funds left over Bhilding Committee will determine priorities ftre
remaining projects.

2. Keane Carnival.
Chairperson Ragonese reported that the&Earnival is moving along with their plans. Tl
currently soliciting volunteers to help cover thayd of the event which are October 16-18. Any toar
members interested in volunteering can contact thelbsite.

3. Cottone Field.

Ms. Bagley reported that the Town Couhes approved the bid for the construction compangdtall
the bases for the light poles at Cottone Fieldgag still exists in funding for this project of
approximately $100,000, and individuals are lookahgvays to fund the remaining dollars. The Town
Manager, Jeff Bridges is having a meeting on fuaisimg efforts for lights on this field.

F. New Business.
1. Dog Park Drainage.
Ms. Bagley reported that the Dog Park Voluntéemmittee has raised funds to install drainagéen t
park. The Dog Park needs this drainage becausethtrain in the past summer the park has begn ver
wet. Work on this project will be undertaken imp&smber.

2. 375th Anniversary Parade.
Chairperson Ragonese asked Ms. Baglgwe an update on plans for the parade. Shetezpthat the
parade will be held September 27 with kick off gt.th. from the Motor Vehicle Department parking
lot. The committee is looking for volunteers tdgheith the parade that day. Chairperson Ragonese
and Board Members will get the word out for volwarse

Chairperson Ragonese commented oniteedrks Display held in Wethersfield on August&2part

of the Town’s celebration of their 375th AnnivergsaHe thought the Fireworks were great and other
Board Members concurred with him. It was a gremnmunity event held at Cove Park. The Board is
looking forward to the parade in September.
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3. Dick Dobmeier Sign/Bench.
Chairperson Ragonese asked about thessitithe memorial bench and street sign for paairgérson,
Dick Dobmeier. Ms. Bagley reported that the steggh was installed in June and the bench was to
follow the following week. However, the tornada thie town and all projects were held up due to the
storm cleanup. Ms. Bagley has heard from Dan Smitio is spearheading this effort, and he
mentioned that the location of the street sign khba closer to Prospect Street. Board Members
concurred with this suggestion and asked Ms. Baglegove this street sign closer to Prospect Street
and find out when the bench and sign can be iestall

4. Greenfield Softball Field.
Ms. Bagley gave a report on the statuk®frenovation work at this field. He wants to makre the
field is renovated correctly the first time so wentl have to go back and fix it in the future. Bagley
reported that the town staff are stripping theellfigrass per the request of Little League to nza#it
infield. Little League has also asked that som#hefgrass be removed from the foul territory dred t
town has agreed to do this. Drainage will alsanis&lled in front of the third-base dugout, beeatat
area floods during wet times. This work is expédtebe completed at the beginning of September.
Ms. Bagley mentioned that board member, Peter ksaliam, has offered to work with Winding Brook
Turf Farm to get any sod needed to help with taklfrenovation. Ms. Bagley will be in touch with
Peter as the project moves along.

Board member, Kevin Rogers, asked thatklyau notes be sent to any business or individjéhat
helped the town with projects for these fields.ai@berson Ragonese concurred with him and asked tha
thank you notes be sent to individuals to let tik@ow we appreciate all the help that they givehio t
town. Ms. Bagley reported that she will be workimigh Little League to design a plaque for the new
field that will identify all the donors for thisdid. To date all donors have been thanked for tredp to

the town.

G. Board Member Comments.
1. Field Maintenance.

Chairperson Ragonese discussed field eraanice for the fall season with Board Members.asked
Ms. Bagley to provide the board with an update eaohth. Richard Lepore asked about the status of
the Silas Deane Middle School Soccer Field atdlest level. He recognized that it is used
throughout the fall season for soccer and the fieles get a lot of wear and tear from all this uds.
Bagley explained that this field is identified hetcapital improvement program for renovation at a
later date. Dan Silbo asked about the statuseofiéisign for a new parking lot at Mill Woods Little
League Field. Ms. Bagley reported that she wilabking the Town Engineer if this can be an in-
house project for design and possible construdiiotown staff. Chairperson Ragonese reminded
members that the architect for the Little Leagusd;iDick Webb, suggested squaring off the existing
parking lot. A lot of parking spaces would be gainn this area. Ms. Bagley will bring that
suggestion to the attention of the Town Engind2an Silbo also mentioned that when he was out at
the Cape, he noticed that the gravel parking Is&lpainted railroad ties to delineate parking epac
The Cape can probably get away with that becawesetthve less snow and ice, but it was an
interesting idea for having parking lines in a grigvarking lot.
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Ms. Bagley reported that the Mill Wodelslyscape damaged during the tornado was subrasted
claim to the Town's insurance. The Highcrest Riage is under construction and scheduled for
completion before school starts in September.

H. Motion to Adjourn.
A motion was made by Kevin Rogers and séedrby Charlie Wood to adjourn the meeting at §.1h5.
Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen A. Bagley, Director
Parks & Recreation Department



