Wethersfield Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
Minutes - Thursday, July 23, 2009

The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board held tenual park tour beginning at 5:45 p.m. The toanted at
the Community Center and board members visited ®awk, Broad Street Green, and Mill Woods Park.
Members present for the tour were Chairperson TagoRese, Kevin Rogers, Dan Silbo, Charlie Wood,
Richard Lepore and new board member Tom Pentaldgo present were Kathy Bagley, Parks and Recneatio
Director, and Marty Sitler, Recreation Supervisor.

Chairperson Ragonese welcomed Mr. Pentalow to dhesRaind Recreation Board and thanked him for his
interest in serving on the Board. Mr. Pentalow omnted that he is looking forward to working witkembers
on the Parks and Recreation Board.

Ms. Bagley pointed out the damage to the parks tt@rtornado in June. She explained that towrf atafstill
picking up storm debris from residents throughbettown and have been gradually working on cleaamg
the parks. She reported that damage to Cove driha Broad Street Green was the result of magstr
falling down during the storm. Damage in Mill WaoBark included falling trees which landed on défe
park facilities. These facilities included theydaape, pool fencing and park fencing. Electriargs lost in
the park for seven days after the storm. She exguahat the playscape needs to be replaced, eqauts are
no longer available for this unit. The insuranoempany will determine whether or not the fencing ba
repaired or will have to be replaced. The towr &l spending many hours cleaning up all the fafleas in
Mill Woods Park. One piece of good luck was thahmof the trees that fell in the park around tee hittle
League field all fell away from the field and didtrdo any damage to the new field. Board members w
appreciative of this piece of good luck and recegdithat the damage could have been worse. They
commented on how well town staff was working tokpip the storm debris and hoped the parks would get
back to normal shortly. Ms. Bagley explained tih&t Mill Woods Beach area did not open until JW@y 1
because the town staff needed to start over tthgewater clean for the summer season. The pabbpaned
Wednesday, June 24 but was closed when the tomatiwn June 26. The tour ended back at the Comityu
Center at 6:45 p.m.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. byiraesson Tom Ragonese. The meeting was held &/1ie
Memorial Sports Center at the Pitkin Community @ent Members present were Tom Ragonese, Rich eepor
Kevin Rogers, Dan Silbo, Charlie Wood and new baaeinber Tom Pentalow. Also present was Kathleen
Bagley, Director of Parks and Recreation.

A. Public Comments.
No comments.

B. Minutes — June 25, 2009.
Richard Lepore moved to approve the minutekipe 25, 2009. The motion was seconded by Do Si
and voted unanimously.

C. Monthly Report — June 2009.
Chairperson Ragonese asked board members if tiveyamy comments about the monthly report. Board
members reviewed the monthly report.
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D. Letters and Announcements.
Chairperson Ragonese reported that the Theat@&r will hold their summer show “Thoroughly Maode
Millie” July 23, 24 and 25 at Wethersfield High $db. The show actually opens this evening. Mgi&a
reported that this production has approximatelhadi@rs and actresses, a 15 member orchestra ajed sta
and tech crew of another 15 students. These studemages 11 to 21, mostly teenagers, and wésya
successful program. It is successful becauseitfiieschool students run their own production. Bliagley
will be attending the production after the Park Bo@aeeting this evening.

Chairperson Ragonese noted that the Danc®earda shows will be held at the Wethersfield Hgthool
next week on July 28 and 30. These shows spotighyounger children in town, who put on a dance
recital on one evening and a drama show the oilgat.nApproximately 80 children are registered ttus
program.

E. Old Business.
1. Cove Park Docks.

Ms. Bagley provided an overview of thesseof the plans for this project. The plans wengewed by
the Town Planning and Zoning Commission on JulB009. They will be sending a positive
recommendation back to the Town Council of theite®. The next step is to have the plans reviewed
by the Inland Wetlands Commission and the HistDigtrict Commission. A final review will be done
by the Town Planning and Zoning Commission and therplans will be forwarded to the Department
of Environmental Protection for their review angegpval. Once approved and the plans are in place,
the town can apply for grant funds for the instadia of the new docks and boat launch ramp.

2. New Little League Field.
Chairperson Ragonese reported that he had ang&ath Roberto Giansiracusa, President of Little
League, Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager and Kathyl&atp discuss the status of the new Little
League field. He reported that Little League hase issues with the new field. Some of the grass h
worn out, there are weeds on the warning track ta@gitchers warm up area and the backstop fence
needs to be higher. The meeting with the town manaas to discuss the maintenance of this fietd an
how to accomplish some of these projects. The tmanager will be looking into these improvements
and will get back to him and Roberto Giansiracdsather priority of Little League is to have
Greenfield Softball Field skinned for the girls idion. Little League will be working with the towin
have this project completed in August.

Chairperson Ragonese asked Ms. Bagley about thus stbthe bleachers for the new Little Leaguedfiel
and the press box. Ms. Bagley reported that thadblers have been delivered and will be instalied a
the new field as soon as time permits. The pregsson hold because the town mason is still wagki
on storm damage, but it is anticipated that theomagll complete his work around August 1 and the
volunteers will then be able to build the secomuysbf the building.

Chairperson Ragonese will keep the Board updatdteofield projects.
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F. New Business.

1.

Tornado Damage to Parks.

Board Members reviewed the damage to the panksgltheir tour. Chairperson Ragonese asked Ms.
Bagley to give Board Members an update at theit neeting on the damage repair. Board members
suggested a replacement program for all the toestsiliring the tornado. They suggested lookiray at
memorial program where people can purchase and péantrees in the parks in memory of
individuals. Ms. Bagley will work on this suggesti

Cottone Football Field.
Chairperson Ragonese asked about thessibacquiring lights at the football field inta. Ms. Bagley
reported that they are still short of funds to fithe lights on the field.

Keane Carnival.

Board members discuss the Keane Carnigaligpaign to get volunteers to help with this evéram
Pentalow reported that he is working on the Oktf@s¢part of the Carnival and will be looking for
volunteers to help him with this operation. Boardmbers were interested in helping out and wik tal
with Tom Pentalow.

August Meeting.
Chairperson Ragonese asked Board Meniftteesy would like to have their August meetingoard
members decided to hold their August meeting. Teeting will be held August 27 at the Town Hall.

Broad Street Green.

Ms. Bagley reported that the Economig®epment Commission in town suggested a plan be
considered for the Broad Street Green to includdehsmlks because people walk around the Green on
the street. With the loss of trees from the tomabdme new sidewalks could be installed. Board
members discussed this suggestion and noted teavaiks were originally on the Green and were
removed because people did not use them. Atithesthe board is not interested in adding sidewalks
back to the Green.

378 Anniversary Celebration.
Ms. Bagley reported that a flyer has bgented to identify all the events of this celelyat She will
mail this flyer to all Board Members. The firewsrwill be held on August 22, 2009.

G. Motion to Adjourn.
A motion was made by Charlie Wood and secdrmyeRichard Lepore to adjourn the meeting at p2i.
Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen A. Bagley, Director
Parks & Recreation Department



