Wethersfield Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
Minutes - Thursday, February 26, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. byiaeson Tom Ragonese. The meeting was heldein th
Town Hall, Conference Room #1. Members presenéwem Ragonese, Daniel Silbo, Carmelo Amoddio and
Kevin Rogers. Also present was Kathleen Bagleye®or of Parks and Recreation.

A.

Public Comments.
No comments.

Minutes — January 22, 2009.
Dan Silbo moved to approve the minutes. The motias seconded by Kevin Rogers and voted
unanimously.

Monthly Report — January 2009.
Monthly report was reviewed by members.

Letters and Announcements.
1. Chamber of Commerce Request to Hold HfeCbrnfest and Business Expo on the Broad StreetrGre

September 12, 2009.

Chairperson Ragonese referred to the letter sudairity Chamber President Maureen Kennedy
requesting permission to hold the Cornfest on tfea8 Street Green on September 12. Ms. Bagley
explained that the Cornfest has been held on teerGior many years with the permission of the Park
Board. Chamber members felt it was time to regtiestenewal of permission to use the Broad Street
Green. Board members have no problem with thisesty They like having the Cornfest at the Broad
Street Green and no problems have happened dbes tevent. Dan Silbo moved to approve the
Chamber of Commerce’s request to use the Broa@tSikeen for the Cornfest on September 12, 2009.
The motion was seconded by Kevin Rogers and vatadimously.

. Town's Proposed Acquisition of Wilkus iReior Open Space.

Chairperson Ragonese discussed withdBo@mbers the Town's proposed acquisition of apprately

80 acres of open space on three separate propantresd by the Wilkus family. Ms. Bagley provided a
map for Board members to review the location of¢hitaree parcels. Board members were supportive
of the acquisition of this property.

. Foote Family Association.

Ms. Bagley reported to the Board thneg seceived an e-mail from John Foote requestingpigsion to

hold their bi-annual reunion in Wethersfield theakend of August 8th and 9th at the Broad Street
Green. This year marks the 101st year since tbéefoonument was originally dedicated by the
Association. On August'8they would like to gather on the green for a reicition ceremony of the
monument. They anticipate 70 to 100 associatiomibees will be in the area to attend the ceremony.
Nathaniel Foote was one of the original 10 advesntuwho settled in Wethersfield traveling down from
Massachusetts. His home was located in the gearalof the monument. Their agenda would include
a lunch on the Green, followed by the ceremonyeyTdre anticipating having some speakers at this
event. They will need to use the Green from 9 &orb.p.m., however the majority of their members
will be there from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. Board mearsdiscussed this request. They recognize there a
no events on the Green in August and thought tassan appropriate event for the Green. Kevin
Rogers moved to approve the Foote Family AssociaifcAmerica’s request to hold its bi-annual
reunion in Wethersfield on August 8 at the Broag@&tGreen for a rededication ceremony at the Foote
monument. The motion was seconded by Dan Silbosatetl unanimously.
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4. A Street Sign in Memory of Dick Dobmeier.

5.

Chairman Ragonese asked Ms. Bagleytétessof naming the road in Mill Woods Park after. M
Dobmeier. Ms. Bagley reported that the family approved the wording for the sign. The next step i
to get the permission of the Town Council. Thiguest will be put on the Town Council agenda for
March 16. Chairperson Ragonese asked Board menabattend the Council meeting on March 16 and
express support for this memorial. Ms. Bagley sttbBoard members the street sign for the Mill
Woods Park road named Dick Dobmeier Lane.

Silas Robbins Bed and Breakfast.

Ms. Bagley distributed a letter from the Plannimgl Zoning Commission, identifying the stipulations
for the renewal of the application by the Silas Biob Bed and Breakfast to hold outdoor special &sven
Board members reviewed this letter.

E. Old Business.
1. Mill Woods Park Building Committee - Peoj Status.

Chairperson Ragonese reported that no work hasdmenover the winter on the field. However, Ms.
Bagley is working with Little League to build theess box as a volunteer project in town.

F. New Business.
1. Proposed Budget 2009 - 2010.

Chairperson Ragonese reviewed the RarttfRecreation’s proposed 2009 - 2010 proposecdebuditp
Board members. He asked Ms. Bagley to give a bxiefview of these budgets. Ms. Bagley explained
that there are four Parks and Recreation budget® is the Nature Center, one for the Community
Center, one for Park Maintenance and one for tha Parks and Recreation budget. Each of these
budgets was submitted to the town manager with an@¥ease for next year. In order to achieve a 0%
increase Parks and Recreation staff worked on rgakiore programs self-sustaining and taking them
out of the operating budget. Board members rewdetive budget and recognized that there was very
little increase in any budget amounts. Ms. Baglisy pointed out that she took the suggestion afr@o
Member, Dan Silbo, to identify the revenue eachgetidurns into the Town general fund. Board
members discussed all the fees for the programsuaggested Ms. Bagley review the pool pass fee to
see if it could be increased. Chairperson Ragoagised Ms. Bagley if she needed to increase fees at
this time. Ms. Bagley is trying not to raise féesause of the economy. Board members said they we
only talking about a five dollar fee increase foe pool pass. Ms. Bagley will review this suggssti

with staff as they go through the budget proc&sard members also discussed other fees and tlye dai
admission fee for the pools. They suggested dpugda proposal for a discount policy if you sign u
for a certain number of programs. Ms. Bagley vélliew this idea with staff too. Board memberseaver
giving suggestions, because they know this wilalifficult budget process and everything will be o
the table. Ms. Bagley explained that the Town dalibse one pool for the summer to save money. If
that were the case, she would recommend closinigWWtibds Pool and leaving Willard Pool open. The
reason for this selection is because sometimesWblbds Pool is closed because of thunderstorms that
wash out the beach and close the pool. She daegamb to have a time in the summer when ther@is n
pool available to residents. Board members undedsthe selection but felt that Mill Woods Parlttis
town’s flagship park with the new facilities anagyhdid not want to close the pool. Ms. Bagley will
keep that in mind as the budget process continues.
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2. Season Pool Pass Policy.
Chairperson Ragonese discussed theekpisol pass policy with Board members. Ms. Bag@nted
out that the only major change is that a familylgmass will now allow only two adults and any numbe
of children. In the past, the department wouldwalfamilies to list more than two adults if theydd in
the same household. This policy was abused by pemgle and they would put four or five adults on
the pass. This revised policy will help to elimtim¢hat abuse. Dan Silbo moved to approve theseevi
season pool pass policy. The motion was secongé€himelo Amoddio and voted unanimously.

3. Proposed Change in Fees for Use of Cavie Boat Launch Area.
Chairperson Ragonese discussed the peddee changes to the Cove Boat Launch Area vatrd
members. Board members had no questions on inogehese fees. Ms. Bagley reported that these
fees were increased due to research done by sththe Harbor Masters. Kevin Rogers moved to
approve the change in fees for the Cove Boat Ladmeh. The motion was seconded by Dan Silbo and

voted unanimously.
G. Motion to Adjourn.
Dan Silbo moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 pMotion seconded by Kevin Rodgers and voted
unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen A. Bagley, Director
Parks and Recreation Department



