
Economic Development & Improvement Commission (EDIC) 

Regular Meeting – Thursday October 11, 2012 – 12:00 Noon 

Town Manager’s Conference Room, First Floor, Town Hall 

MINUTES 

1. Call To Order – The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m. 

 

2. Attendance and Quorum (6 members required) - Chairman Chris Lyons, John Adamian, Howard 

Greenblatt, Betty Rosania, Joan Hughes, Mark Trahan, Ron Baker, Vincent Fabi, Ken Rizzio, Ellyn 

Laramie-Chamber of Commerce, Stathis Manousos-Town Council, Jeff Bridges-Town Manager, Peter 

Gillespie-Director of Planning and Economic Development and Denise Bradley-Assistant Planner. 

 

3. Old Business  a. Farmers’ Market – The Farmers’ Market has moved indoors for the  

    season to Trinity Church. 

   b. Vacant Property Updates – Peter Gillespie discussed the status of the  

    following properties: 

• 125 Silas Deane Highway 

• 990 Silas Deane Highway 

• 1000 Silas Deane Highway 

• 1178 Silas Deane Highway 

• 7 Railroad Place 

   c. Website – Peter Gillespie noted that a Committee has formed and will  

    meet next week.  Once the Planning Department page is formatted it  

    will be distributed for review. 

d. Grants 

1. Vibrant Communities Grant – Masonic Building and Comstock 

Ferre – Peter Gillespie reported that only 1 bid was received 

from CME.  They were interviewed earlier this week and a 

positive recommendation was forwarded to the Town Council 

for discussion. 

2. Main Street Investment Fund Grant – A $500K grant application 

was filed to help fund a portion of the recommendations from 

the Old Wethersfield Master Plan. 

3. 2012 STEAP Grant – A $500K grant application was filed for 

demolition assistance at 1000 Silas Deane Highway. 

4. Tourism Product Development Grant – A grant application was 

submitted to fund a Heritage Trail, visitor kiosks and self-guided 

tours. 

 

4. New Business a. Business Visitations – A list of new businesses was distributed and  

    volunteers assigned. 

   b. Monthly Report/Newsletter – Peter Gillespie discussed vamping up his  

    monthly report in conjunction with the new website. 

   c. Salute To Business 2012 – The event will take place on Tuesday   

    December 11th at the Wethersfield Country Club. 

   d. Town Guide/Calendar – This item will be discussed at the Marketing  

    Subcommittee meeting. 

e. Ribbon Cuttings – A brief discussion ensued and there was a consensus  

  regarding holding ribbon cutting on the second Thursday of each month 

  prior to the regularly scheduled EDIC meeting. 



f. Plan of Conservation and Development Update – The Planning and  

  Zoning Commission has reviewed the Draft Plan.  Planimetrics will work  

  on suggested revisions and a public information meeting will be held in  

  December. 

g. Land Use Boards/Commissions Meeting – A discussion ensued regarding 

  scheduling a quarterly meeting. 

 

5. Other Business – There was no other business. 

 

6. Reports   Town Manager's Report – Jeff Bridges reported on the following: 

• WHS renovation 

• MDC Clean Water Project 

• The Art Institute – 100 Great Meadow Road 

Town Council Liaison's Report – No report was given. 

Planning & Zoning Commission Liaison's Report  - No report was given. 

Tourism Commission Liaison’s Report – Dorcas McHugh thanked the EDIC for 

their support of the Photo Contest and reported on the new rack cards and the 

Scarecrows on Main. 

Redevelopment Agency Liaison Report – No report was given. 

Chamber of Commerce Liaison’s Report – Ellyn Laramie reported on the BAH at 

Coldwell Banker on October 25th, the success of the Cornfest and Holidays on 

Main. 

Director of Planning and Economic Development's Report - No additional report 

was given. 

 

7. Chairman's Report – No report was given. 

 

8. Sub-Committee Reports -  Marketing and Communications – No additional report was  

     given. 

Financial Strategies – No additional report was given. 

Farmers’ Market – No additional report was given. 

 

9. Minutes – September 13, 2012 Meeting – Howard Greenblatt made a motion to approve the 

 minutes as submitted.  John Adamian seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 

10. Next Meeting – November 8, 2012 

 

11.   Correspondence – There was no correspondence. 

 

12. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Denise Bradley, Assistant Planner 


