
Economic Development & Improvement Commission (EDIC) 

Regular Meeting – Thursday May 10, 2012 – 12:00 Noon 

Town Manager’s Conference Room, First Floor, Town Hall 

MINUTES 

1. Call To Order – Chris Lyons called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m. 

2. Attendance and Quorum (6 members required) – Chris Lyons, Ron Baker, Betty Rosania, Doug 

 Sacks, Joan Hughes, Ken Rizzio, Howard Greenblatt, Jeff Bridges-Town Manager, Ellyn Laramie – 

 Chamber of Commerce and Denise Bradley – Assistant Planner.  

3. Old Business  a. Farmers’ Market - Doug Sacks reported that the Market has received a  

    $2,500 grant that will be matched with the $2,500 EDIC had previously  

    allocated for Marketing with the CT Grown logo.  A conceptual draft was 

    distributed for comment.  Doug Sacks noted that horse & carriage rides  

    will be operating at the market for the first three weeks.  Opening day is 

    May 17th. 

   b. Vacant Property Updates – Denise Bradley gave updates on the status of 

    the following properties: 

• 526 Silas Deane Highway 

• 176 Cumberland Avenue 

• 1290 Silas Deane Highway 

• 990 Silas Deane Highway 

• 125 Silas Deane Highway 

   c. Shops Local Alliance – Denise Bradley discussed the highlights from the  

    5/2 meeting. 

   d. Wayfinding Signs – Denise Bradley noted that several of the signs that  

    had already been installed had been removed to be fixed and re- 

    installed.  The Town is working with SignLite to possibly redesign the  

    scale and content of the signs that will be located in the Historic District.  

4. New Business a. Budget – Jeff Bridges reported on the passage of the budget on 5/9  

    including: 

• Reductions made by the Town of Wethersfield and Board of 

Education. 

• Lower than anticipated renewal rates for insurance. 

• Start of full day kindergarten. 

• New road program. 

b. Website – Denise Bradley noted that approximately 20 bids had been  

  received and interviews will take place early June. 

c. Business Visitations – Ron Baker completed visitations at Aroma Bistro  

  and Ginza and discussed his findings including parking issues for Aroma  

  Bistro on Main Street and signage issues at Ginza.  Denise Bradley asked 



  the members to continue to finish the business visitations and return  

  the completed survey forms. 

d. Plan of Conservation and Development Update – Denise Bradley noted  

  that there will be a discussion at the 5/15 Planning and Zoning   

  Commission Meeting regarding the status of this project.  A telephone  

  survey of 100 random residents will be conducted shortly and will also  

  be available for anyone to complete online at     

  www.planwethersfield.com . 

d. Façade Improvement Program Update – Denise Bradley distributed a  

  spreadsheet reflecting  the most recently updated program income and  

  expenses and described the highlights. 

e. Façade Application – 1290 Silas Deane Highway - Howard Greenblatt  

  and Ken Rizzio described the details of the proposal to reapply the  

  window film at 1290 Silas Deane Highway.  It was noted that the  

  improvements  proposed create a more uniform look that should help  

  the new owner  to market the property. 

5. Other Business – There was no other business to report. 

6. Reports   Town Manager's Report – There was nothing additional to report. 

Town Council Liaison's Report – No report was given. 

Planning & Zoning Commission Liaison's Report – Denise Bradley discussed 

applications pending for the following properties: 

• 217 Goff Road 

• 9 Crystal Street 

• 990 Silas Deane Highway 

• 246 Two Rod Highway 

Tourism Commission Liaison’s Report – Denise Bradley noted that a total of 94 

photos had been submitted and the two winners of the Photo Contest had been 

announced. 

Redevelopment Agency Liaison Report – A meeting is being set up with the 

owner of 1000 Silas Deane Highway to discuss possible next steps. 

Chamber of Commerce Liaison’s Report – Ellyn Laramie reported on the 

following: 

• Wine Tasting with a Spin 

• Motivational Speaker Breakfast with John Chapin 

• 5/16 Annual Dinner 

• 7/31 Business After Hours – Farmington Bank 

Director of Planning and Economic Development's Report - Denise Bradley 

discussed the following projects: 

• Grand Opening Panera Bread – Wethersfield Shopping Center 

• Grand Opening Lane Bryant – Wethersfield Shopping Center 

• Gio’s Restaurant & Lounge – 580 Silas Deane Highway 



• Maggie’s Hair Salon – 334 Silas Deane Highway 

• 150-210 Silas Deane Highway – 7 Railroad Place 

7. Chairman's Report – Chris Lyons reported on the resignation of Betty Standish and discussed 

 appreciation for her service. 

8. Sub-Committee Reports -  Marketing and Communications – Nothing additional to report. 

Financial Strategies – Nothing additional to report. 

9. Minutes – April 12, 2012 Meeting – Howard Greenblatt made a motion to approve the minutes 

 as submitted.   Ken Rizzio seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

10. Next Meeting – June 14, 2012 

11.   Correspondence – There was no additional correspondence. 

12. Adjournment – Betty Rosania made a motion to adjourn at 1:02 p.m.  Howard Greenblatt 

 seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Denise Bradley, Assistant Planner 


