Economic Development & Improvement Commission (EDIC)
Regular Meeting — Thursday June 14, 2012 — 12:00 Noon

Town Manager’s Conference Room, First Floor, Town Hall

MINUTES
1. Call To Order — The meeting was called to order at 12:05 p.m.
2. Attendance and Quorum (6 members required) - Chris Lyons, Betty Rosania, Vincent Fabi, Joan

Hughes, Doug Sacks, Dorcas McHugh, John Adamian, Greg Bedula, Mark Trahan, Stathis Manousos —
Town Council, Ellyn Laramie — Chamber of Commerce and Peter Gillespie — Town Planner.

Chris Lyons introduced new members Greg Bedula and Mark Trahan.

3. Old Business  a. Farmers’ Market — Doug Sacks reported on the following:

* new market brochure

e use of grant funds

¢ cooking demonstration by Lucky Lou’s Tavern

e Save NowCT coupon

e Ranks as one of the Top 5 markets in CT
A discussion focused on whether there is a need for parking signs and
handicap spaces. It was then suggested that a Farmers’ Market
subcommittee be formed to assist Doug Sacks. A meeting was set for
June 29" at 9:00 a.m. to discuss these ideas.

b. Vacant Property Updates — Peter Gillespie reported on the following:

e CREC - Filed PZC application

* Porter & Chester

e Fun Zone — Engineer working on new traffic circulation plan

e 1000 Silas Deane Highway — Town pursuing potential grant
funding opportunities

c. Shops Local Alliance — Vincent Fabi reported on the following:

e Arevamped rewards program

¢ Phasing out of the Gift Certificates
e Membership Drive

e Working on a new brochure

e Banners being produced by Oldham

d. Wayfinding Signs — SignLite working on revised sign types for Old
Wethersfield.

4, New Business a. Website — Peter Gillespie suggested that several members of the
Marketing Sub-Committee should prepare a listing of Economic
Development webpage adjustments as the Town is getting close to
awarding the contract for the website redesign.

b. Facade Application — Comstock Ferre — Main Street — Peter Gillespie
distributed a copy of the application request for siding and painting.



5.

10.

11.

12.

Mr. Gillespie noted that the Town has set aside a separate account for
Comstock Ferre in the amount of $50,000. Peter Gillespie reported that
the Finance Sub-Committee has voted to recommend approval. Betty
Rosania made a motion to approve the request. Dorcas McHugh
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.

C. Vibrant Communities Grant — Mr. Gillespie announced a grant in the
amount of $50,000 from the CT Trust for Historic Preservation has been
approved. Mr. Gillespie will be setting up a meeting and members
Rosania, McHugh, Lyons and Trahan expressed an interest in
participating.

Other Business — There was no other business.
Reports Town Manager's Report — No report was given.

Town Council Liaison's Report — Councilor Manousos congratulated Doug Sacks
on the success of the Farmers’ Market and reported on the bond refinancing
which will save $400,000 and the WHS project.

Planning & Zoning Commission Liaison's Report — No report was given.

Tourism Commission Liaison’s Report — Dorcas McHugh reported on the Photo
Contest award winners. The photos will be exhibited in the near future.

Redevelopment Agency Liaison Report — No report was given.

Chamber of Commerce Liaison’s Report — Ellyn Laramie reported on the
following: 46™ Annual Dinner and Awards Event. BAH on July 31* at Farmington
Bank, Cornfest is scheduled for September 17" and the Chamber is planning a
restaurant week in January of February 2013.

Director of Planning and Economic Development's Report — Peter Gillespie
reported on the progress of the website redesign, the Facade Loan program,
Plan of Conservation and Development update.

Chairman's Report — Chair Lyons encouraged all members to participate in Sub-Committee
meetings, discussed cancelling the August EDIC meeting and considered scheduling the Holiday
Social & Salute to Business on December 4™.

Sub-Committee Reports - Marketing and Communications — Meeting scheduled for June
29th

Financial Strategies — A meeting will be scheduled for early June

Minutes — May Meeting — Betty Rosania motioned to approve the minutes as submitted. Doug
Sacks seconded the motion and all voted in favor.

Next Meeting — July 12, 2012
Correspondence — There was no additional correspondence.

Adjournment — The meeting adjourned at 1:09 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Denise Bradley — Assistant Planner



