
Economic Development & Improvement Commission (EDIC) 

Regular Meeting – Thursday April 12, 2012 – 12:00 Noon 

Town Manager’s Conference Room, First Floor, Town Hall 

MINUTES 

1. Call To Order – The meeting was called to order at 12:04 P.M. 

2. Attendance and Quorum (6 members required) Chairman Chris Lyons, Cindy Jacobs, Betty 

Standish, Howard Greenblatt, Doug Sacks, Dorcas McHugh, Joan Hughes, John Adamian,  Jeff Bridges-

Town Manager, Stacey Hodges-Chamber Liaison, Peter Gillespie-Town Planner/Economic Development 

Manager and Denise Bradley-Assistant Planner. 

3. Old Business  a. Farmers’ Market – Doug Sacks reported that the Market has received a 

$2,500 grant that will be matched with the $2,500 EDIC had previously allocated for Marketing with the 

CT Grown logo.  A graphic artist has been brought in to create a new logo and map sponsored by 

Farmington Bank that will show points of interest in the area.  He also noted that the Farmers’ Market is 

proposing to move to the Solomon Wells House this season and will be presenting their request to the 

Planning and Zoning Commission meeting on April 17th.  The season is scheduled to open on May 17th. 

   b. Vacant Property Updates – Peter Gillespie discussed the following: 

• 125 Silas Deane Hwy.  – PZC approved 6 retail spaces. 

• 982 Silas Deane Hwy. – Seeking PZC approval for a package store. 

• 1000 Silas Deane Hwy. – Redevelopment met and a conference call with 

the owner has been scheduled. 

• 1178 Silas Deane Hwy. – Conducting traffic study. 

• 1290 Silas Deane Hwy. – New owner soon, interest in Façade Program. 

   c. Shops Local Alliance – Peter Gillespie reported that the Alliance met on 

April 1st to discuss joining a National Shops Local Affiliate like BALLE, AMIBA or The 3/50 Project.  He 

noted that they are planning an event to piggyback on the National Buy Local Shopping Days that begin 

on Black Friday, November 23rd.  The next meeting will be held on April 25th. 

   d. Wayfinding Signs – Peter Gillespie reported that four signs have been 

installed and are problematic.  The reflective material needs to be re-applied properly.  The remaining 

40 +/- signs will be installed once this issue has been resolved. 

4. New Business a. Budget – Peter Gillespie noted that the Hearing will be held on April 

16th.  He gave the EDIC a brief summary of the areas pertaining to Economic Development. 

b. Website – Peter Gillespie noted the deadline for the RFP is 4/19. 

   c. Business Visitations – Betty Standish reported that she completed 

Business Visitations at Yuan Asian Bistro and Computer Resources.   

   d. Tourism Grant Application – CT Trust – Vibrant Communities Initiative – 

Peter Gillespie reported that an application is being prepared for consideration for up to $50,000 to hire 

a consultant to look at the Comstock Ferre & Co. and Masonic Hall properties, make recommendations 

and develop an action plan for revitalization.  The deadline for submission is April 13th. 

   e. Regional Bus Shelter Program – Peter Gillespie reported that the Capital 

Region Council of Governments (CRCOG) and CT Transit are preparing a RFP for new bus shelters in the 



region.  There are 10 location in Wethersfield where they will replace the existing shelters and 6 new 

locations. 

5. Other Business – There was no other business to report. 

6. Reports   Town Manager's Report – Jeff Bridges reported on the WHS Referendum 

scheduled for April 24th.  He also noted that the Town is in the process of hiring a new Director of 

Physical Services. 

Town Council Liaison's Report – No report was given. 

Planning & Zoning Commission Liaison's Report – Peter Gillespie discussed the 

highlights of the 4/3 meeting. 

Tourism Commission Liaison’s Report – Dorcas McHugh reported on the 

following: 

• Photo Contest 

• 2012 Annual Report 

• CT Farmers’ Market Trail Map 

Redevelopment Agency Liaison Report – No report was given. 

Chamber of Commerce Liaison’s Report – Stacey Hodges reported on the 

following: 

• April 25th – Wine Tasting 

• May 2nd – Breakfast at Dutch Point Credit Union with Motivational 

Speaker John Chapin  

• May 16th – Annual Dinner 

• September 15th - Cornfest 

Director of Planning and Economic Development's Report – Peter Gillespie 

reported on the following: 

• Lane Bryant will be opening a store in the Wethersfield Shopping Center 

• Panera Bread Grand Opening – April 24th  

• 7 Railroad Place – New café’ coming soon 

• Goff Brook Shops – Opening of Prove It Golf 

• April 14th – Taste of Wethersfield 

7. Chairman's Report – Chairman Chris Lyons thanked everyone for their efforts and asked that 

they continue with the Business Visitations. 

8. Sub-Committee Reports -  Marketing and Communications – Nothing additional to report. 

Financial Strategies – Nothing additional to report. 

9. Minutes – March Meeting 

10. Next Meeting – May 10, 2012 

11.   Correspondence – There was no additional correspondence. 

12. Adjournment – Betty Standish made a motion to adjourn at 1:13 P.M.  Howard Greenblatt 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 



 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Denise Bradley 

Assistant Planner 


