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REGULAR MEETING
OCTOBER 5, 2009

The Wethersfield Town Council held a meeting on By October 5, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers, 505 Silas Deane Highway, Wetletdsf

Present: Councilors Cascio, Console, Forrest, Hammaotkin, Walsh, Deputy Mayor
Montinieri (arrived 7:45 p.m.), and Chairperson IAdi

Absent: Councilor Roberts

Also present: Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, Petdte§pie, Town Planner, Nancy Stilwell,
Director of Social and Youth Services, Mike Turn@irector of Public Works, RaeAnn Palmer,
Assistant to the Town Manager, and Dolores G. $@sstown Clerk.

Councilor Cascio led the pledge of allegiance &ofthg.
375" ANNIVERSARY PARADE COMMITTEE PROCLAMATION

Chairperson Adil presented a Proclamation for tﬁé‘hSAnniversary of the Town from the
Governor to the committee members. He thanketmamittee for all of its work on the great
activities.

Paul Courchaine, 3¥5Anniversary Parade Committee Chairperson, saidtteaCommittee is
made up of a great group of volunteers. He alsokié Town staff and Councilors Walsh and
Forrest for their help with the activities.

Chairperson Adil said that the Town also receivedraclamation from the State Comptroller
and one from the Town of Plymouth.

DIAL-A-RIDE UPDATE

Nancy Stilwell, Director of Social and Youth Sers; said that the basic dial-a-ride program is a
line item in the budget. It covers Monday througtursday service from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
The Town contracts with Logisticare who subconsaeith Ambassador to provide this service.
Logisticare handles the reservations and admatigér duty. The Town contracts for up to
1,300 one way trips per month. The Town has 2#ksaibers who pay $78 per year for
unlimited use of the service. About 4 years dfe, Town received an expansion grant that
allowed for expanded service, above and beyond wimat Town already provided. The
expansion grant allowed for medical transportatbonFriday and expands the service to other
Towns where some doctors’ offices are located. graat is shared with Newington and Rocky
Hill and the money is pooled as a combined serthe¢ Wethersfield is the fiduciary of. The
Town takes a small percentage of the grant. SiheeState budget was not passed until just
recently, the Town suspended the expanded prograiunie. The funds are being reinstated and
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as of October °1 the program was reinstated. She said that shieespith the State and the
Town can expend the funds for the first quarter akie next three quarters. In June, the Town,
in conjunction with Independent Transportation Natwof Central Connecticut, launched the
independent network. The network uses no tax manelyworks through grants and user fees.
It is a program for people who are no longer abldrtve. They pay $40 to join the program and
then add money into a personal account. The drieee trained volunteers. There is s
sophisticated computer system that matches cailléinsa driver and deducts the funds from the
individual account. There is a $3 surcharge andilaage charge. There are 16 registered
Wethersfield riders and 3 registered drivers. Pphagram is operated out of Middletown and
Wethersfield Social and Youth Services acts adeared service.

Councilor Kotkin asked if Dial-A-Ride usage has galown since the fees have increased.

Nancy Stilwell said that there was a slight declimenumbers but that enroliment is on-going
throughout the year at a prorated cost. She baidthe handout that was distributed to Council
has the utilization of rides.

Councilor Walsh thanked the Director for findinghavative ways to provide transportation to
residents. He asked how the new program was laeingrtised.

Nancy Stilwell said that press releases have gohamd information was sent to all dial-a-ride
users in their renewals.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Peter Gillespie, Town Planner, presented the foligweport:
WELCOME!
* Renovations are complete for Farm Fresh a fruit wegktable market at the Goff Brook Shops at 1267
Silas Deane Highway.

» ACOwasissued for Sterling Jewelers to expatalthe recently available space adjacent to #ieie at
965 Silas Deane Highway.

A COwas issued for Hair Works a beauty salonenGloff Brook Shops at 1267 Silas Deane Highway.
* A CO has been issued for KB and B Metals in thef Bodok Shops at 1267 Silas Deane Highway.
e 20-30 Beaver Meadow Road Law Firm has moved intenly renovated space.

* On September 29 a ribbon cutting was held to wekcblmmphreys Bar and Grill to Town. Thanks to those
who attended.

RECENT APPROVALS
* The PZC approved plans for an additional and resialeuse to the property at 75 Garden Street for D
Weston.
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e The PZC has approved plans for 322 Silas Deanewdigffior conversion to a financial services officAn
application for facade funds has also been approyéite EDIC.

» 840 Silas Deane Highway — Former Manny’'s Auto -n@lhave been approved for the Centerpoint church to
renovate and occupy this space.

DEVELOPER/PROPERTY OWNER/REALTOR CONTACT
» Facade Improvements — Subway — 770 Silas Deanaveljgh

» 526 Silas Deane Highway - Former Ritz Camera/Phatorking with realtor on possible sale of the @ty

e 1178 Silas Deane Highway — Former Fun Zone — Mt ioperty owner to discuss potential buyer'sragtin
property.

»  Met with realtor to discuss developer interestdimmercial property for multi family development.

» Discussed plans with business owner for potergialaf vacant space formerly occupied by Blockbustdzo at
699 Silas Deane Highway.

* Met with owner of Comstock Ferre property to discstatus of property and any potential need for nfow
assistance.

»  Met with owner of 1000 Silas Deane Highway (Foriight Watchers) to discuss present status of pgyoged
potential Town support opportunities.

OTHER NEWS AND INITIATIVES
Economic Development and Improvement Commission
A mailing was sent to all Wethersfield businesgepromote the Shop Wethersfield program and staff
are presently compiling the information for the elepment of an electronic business directory. The
response has been very good.

* The Commission has prepared a detailed RFP in grattiip with the Chamber of Commerce on the
creation of a more comprehensive business dire@ndy Town Guide. After soliciting proposals we
have decided to work with Life Publications and presently soliciting local businesses and updating
content for the guide.

» A breakfast with the real estate community is salexiforOctober 16 at 8amat the Country Club.

* Planning is underway for this year’s Salute To Bass, scheduled faecember 8at the Country
Club.

* Received notice that we will be receiving an addiél $250,000 from the State through the STEAP
program for the streetscape improvement projefroint of Town Hall.

Tourism/ Preserve America
» We selected Design:Clark for the preparation oéitld designs for our wayfinding signage program.
Preliminary design concepts have been submittechembleing reviewed.

* The Historic Wethersfield brochure was recentlyated and reprinted for distribution. We now have
an adequate supply that should carry us througkrteof 2010.
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* Received a $5,000 grant from the State Tourismc®ffio prepare a Strategic Marketing Plan.
Soliciting proposals.

Noteworthy
e Working on RFP for consultant to update 2000 Pla@anservation and Development.

Councilor Kotkin said that the store across theettfrom Town Hall still has plywood on the
windows from the tornado in June.

Peter Gillespie, Town Planner, said that the ownéied a permit for the repairs. The owner
was looking into the possibility of a larger rentea but is going to focus on the window repair
only.

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK PROCLAMATION

Chairperson Adil present Anthony Dignoti, Fire Ghieith a Proclamation for fire prevention
week.

Chuck Flynn, Fire Chief, reminded residents to ¢feathe batteries in their smoke detectors and
carbon monoxide detectors in November when theksl@are changed. He thanked all of the
volunteer fire fighters for their service to themmounity.

Anthony Dignoti, Fire Marshal, said that there via# a host of programs and activities over the
next two weeks in schools, pre-schools, and library

Larry Ebner, 152 Ox Yoke Drive, thanked the Vol@nt&ire Department for helping when he
and his wife had a house fire.

Dolores Sassano, Town Clerk, took attendance.

HEARINGS

RESOLUTION — ACCEPTANCE OF YOUTH SERVICES GRANT
RESOLUTION — CENTRAL CONNECTICUT SOLID WASTE AUTHARY

RESOLUTION — PROHIBITING THE USE OF TAXPAYERS FUNDSOR THE PURCHASE
OF CONTAMINATED PROPERTY

Joe Hickey, 28 Meadow View Drive, spoke in oppaositto the resolution prohibiting the use of
taxpayers’ funds for the purchase of contaminategerty. He said it is just an attempt to try to
block the purchase of the Wilkus Farm. It has beza partisan issue.
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Eileen Candels, 106 Windmill Hill, read a letteorft Bob Porell, 251 Windmill Hill. The letter
discussed the contamination from benzene foundoorgl water on the Wilkus property. The
DEP required the wells on the property be testHae results are in and the wells are clean. The
animal life on the farm does not seem to be bothbgethe benzene which is released naturally
and through the use of gasoline and cigarette® |@tter concluded by stating that the problem
with the resolution is that it would eliminate thessibility of the Town purchasing any land that
ever appears on the list even if the State deem#atid safe like the situation with the Wilkus
property. Ms. Candels, speaking on her own behaled Council to defeat this resolution and
to allow the Town Council the freedom to chose prtips and the freedom to access the already
established legal actions that are in place.

Larry Ebner, 152 Ox Yoke Drive, said that the sgeslare not up-to-date on the purchase of the
Wilkus property. The Town is paying $3,400,000 sovamp land.  He said that there is a
process with the Historic Preservation Trust. dta scandal and great disgrace. The
contributions go to a firm. He said that he relad Town Charter and there is no Mayor in
Wethersfield. The Town Council and Town Managevutth review the Charter. He received
copies from the Town Clerk’s office that show a(RQ contribution by one firm for the Save the
Farm group. He has attorneys monitoring this sitma The Town Council should check this
out with the Board of Ethics and Town Attorney. Ideasking for a list of contributors to the
firm.

Tracy McDougall, 45 Nott Street, said that she gkirsg for the opposition of this resolution.
She said it is a veiled attempt to thwart the Wslkaroperty purchase. The Town Council
wanted to purchase the property and the votersesatot purchase the property. The Town and
landowners are working diligently to remediate pineperty. Please vote no on this resolution.

Bill Knapp, 171 Collier Road, read a letter fromd?eSusca, 52 Hawthorne Way, retired Deputy
Fire Chief who was trained in the handling of hdpais materials. The letter said that he was
confused by the wording of the resolution. It séidt if the intent of the resolution is to protect
the Town, then it should be written to prevent Tlwevn from moving forward with a property
without doing due diligence, having a remedial pkamd budget developed under guidelines. A
sample of public and private property around Wedtfield would find most properties have
similar levels of contamination. If the resolutianintended to limit the authority of the Town
Council, do residents believe the leaders are ipetemt and there are not enough checks and
balances in the present system. If the intend stap the purchase of the Wilkus property, it is
just another sad way for a small group to contitoueaste the Town’s resources in an attempt to
counter the will of the people. The letter saidttthe Town will not be able to buy previously
contaminated property, no matter what the levetasftamination even if it has been cleaned to
State standards. Mr. Knapp, speak on behalf ogéliinsaid the he opposes the resolution. He
said that the Town Council should reject it becatise bad public policy. The title makes it
look like a good policy but reading it, it meanattthe Town can’t purchase any property ever on
the DEP list. This resolution binds the handshefTown Council in the future. The
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Redevelopment Commission could find that this netsmh could forestall the purchase of
underutilized commercial properties. Much farmlanas contaminates from gasoline and
propane on the land. It should not keep the Tawmfpurchasing it.

Larry Ebner called for a point of order. He askbd Town Clerk for a recording of this
broadcast for when he goes to his attorney. Hedgkplease provide a copy of the video tape.

John Miller, 45 Highland Street, said that listenito the people advocating for the no
prohibition of purchasing contaminated propertpisbably the best case for having something
that prohibits it. There are only two sites in Tothat are on the list. He said that he doesn’t
doubt that other properties may have been on shélit have been cleaned and are no longer on
it. He asked who is responsible for the cleandp.said that it is the issue. Under the contract,
the Town is purchasing 80 acres for $3,400,000. théeight the price was too high when it
wasn’'t contaminated land. The closing was scheldideJune, it is four months late. Now it is
on the DEP list. The Town Council is minimizingetdisclosure and continuing with the sale.
Just because the wells have been determined tafegisdoesn’t mean that there hasn’'t been
contamination. Due diligence is protecting the fiowNormally, a buyer knows what he is
buying before the purchase price is set. He $atlite thinks the property is worth only %2 of the
$3,400,000.

Larry Ebner, 152 Ox Yoke Drive, began asking Mrll&tiquestions.
Chairperson Adil called for a five minutes recess.

Jim Woodward, 5 River Road, congratulated the Ra@dmmittee on a great parade and the
Fire Department on putting out his neighbor’s firde said that the Town Council did its due
diligence on the Wilkus Property. The farm is e DEP list but after testing the wells, no
water contamination was found. No abatement iessary. He said that benzene evaporates in
the ground. There are cautions when purchasingepties with contamination. The proposed
resolution paints the world in black and white.isTis a huge property of over 80 acres that has
500 feet of possible contamination. He opposesdbelution.

George Ruhe, 956 Cloverdale Circle, said that hepeaking publicly, not talking about
nameless special interest groups. At another nmgeedis. Brickley spoke against the Wilkus
farm. She did not identify herself as Mr. Milletiaughter, an opponent to the purchase. The
Town Council has always done its homework and kaglad scare tactics. No one is worried
about a developer purchasing the property and dpig it if it's polluted. The Town needs to
respect land for more than its economic value. Town is here to try to save this land again
and again. What the Town saves now may be adiviés later. The Town Council should vote
no on this resolution.
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Matt Chowela, 90 Ox Yoke Drive, thanked all of #meakers both pro and con and the Town
Councilors for their work. This resolution is reot issue. If there is a problem, it would be the
seller’s responsibility to remedy it. The Town @acil should respect the votes of the public at
two referendums and vote no for this resolution.

No one else wished to speak for or against thdutsns. Chairperson Adil declared the hearing
closed.

Dolores Sassano, Town Clerk, took attendance.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Bob Porell, 251 Windmill Hill, thanked Ms. Canddty speaking on his behalf earlier in the
meeting. He talked about obfuscation — a debate arisdirect. He said that children often do
this and it has long been a part of politics. Tublic should learn the truth. Wethersfield
should be above petty tactics. This resolutiomb$uscation. It is another obscure, covert
attempt to halt the sale of the property. The fewmot a hazard to the Town. There is no water
contamination and any remediation will be doneli®y sellers. There has been a lack of honest
conversation. It is contempt for the citizens ¢are people about the sale. He urged Council to
see through this misdirection.

John Miller, 45 Highland Street, said that he comdsethe neighbors around the Silas Deane
Middle School for speaking out about the constarctf the fence blocking pedestrian traffic to
the Library. The fence will block and discouragiedents to walk to the library. That has to be a
first in Town. It will receive National attention.The issue is with the parking lot. The traffic
will be rerouted on to side streets. The safetgtaflents and the impact on the streets was not
addressed. This raises concerns and should benploold. There has always been inadequate
parking in Town Hall and the reconfigured lot redsiche parking by about 20 percent. He is
concerned with moving the entrance, too. It isangbod setup. The Silas Deane Middle School
and Library should function as one complex.

Marguerite Alpert, 7 Morrison Avenue, said that tmerking lot is only congested once a day
during afternoon pick up. The Town Hall is closglden parents drop off in the morning. She
was so disappointed to hear about the constructidhe fence. It casts a sad and embarrassing
light on the community. It is anti-community andtiseducation. The Town should spend the
$26,000 for the fence on more creative things. Toen hasn't even tried the new horseshoe
parking lot yet to see how the flow will be.

Jim Woodward, 5 River Road, thanked the Town fgplamenting the land use fees to help the
Town committees. He said that he is teaching arnt atlucation class on Wednesday night
discussing 375 years of agriculture in Wethersfielde invited people to attend, no sign-up is
necessary.
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Patti Silva, 24 Hillcrest Avenue, said that she aggs the construction of the fence. She
understands the safety issues in the parking ldtpiore work needs to be done to look at the
issue. Instead of erecting barriers between dungahe Town should be working to take them
down. She suggested creating a loop for parentseédor pickup.

Krista Vermeal, 174 Nott Street, said that paremésso disappointed by the loss of the ROPE
program and now concerned about the fence. Feagelseep out. The neighboring streets can'’t
handle the extra traffic. The fence will createadfic nightmare and safety hazards.

Martha Yeagher, 32 Fairmont Street, urged the T@muancil to stop the construction of the
fence between the middle school and the Librarier& is a concern with traffic issues and the
lack ability to walk from the school to the LibraryShe hopes the Town will put the fence on
hold until the Town can look into this. There wéneee reasons for the fence, to stop drop off
and pick up for students and to keep cafeteria ersrkom parking there. The cafeteria workers
should be addressed through personnel. The pdr@nioff is not an issue because Town Hall is
closed at the time of the morning. The police rdsado not show any accidents in the Town
Hall lot related to parent pick up in the afternodrhere are so many details to work out.

Michael Wrona, 16 Fairmont Street, echoed the comsnef the previous speakers. He was told
that the issue was already voted on and theretlsingpelse to be done. The Town Council
needs to be more flexible. It is not just a fenddo one really analyzed this and took into
account the effect it would have on the neighbostigets. He asked why there was an urgency
for the fence. The Town Council needs to takeea siack and examine the issue and make a
fully informed decision. He said that no one spwk&avor of the fence.

Tristan Stanziale, 15 Harold Street, said that was not visited with the Board of Education.
Shared Services should review the fence issuereTieeds to be a plan.

George Kelly, 369 Hartford Avenue, said that hatishe meeting at the request of Judy Keane.
The Cove Side Carnival, sponsored by the Keane datiom, will be October 16, 17, and™&t
Cove Park. He encouraged everyone to attend.

George Ruhe, 956 Cloverdale Circle, said that émed is a bad idea. He said that he agrees
with Mr. Miller on this issue. He suggested using money for work on the ponds.

Robert Young, 20 Coppermill Road, said that he egjtbe fence is a bad idea. He said that the
Town bought the Wilkus property for open space sndow putting up a wall between Town
Hall and the Silas Deane Middle School. It doesmike sense. The Town Council is generous
with school spending, especially special educatspending. He said that the State of
Connecticut is already short $900,000,000. Theovay not get all of the money that it thinks
it is getting from the State. The Town must stapréwing. He read from handout that
discussed the amount of money per person area T@eawe from the State.
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Gus Colantonio, 16 Morrison Avenue, said he spem teading the police reports regarding the
need for a stop sign on Morrison Avenue. The sigps are based on traffic and conditions of
the road. Morrison Avenue does not meet the camditof a road in Wethersfield. There is no
standard for safety. The intersection is bad. abiees with other speakers about the fence. It's
ridiculous to install a fence. He said that thevrentrance to Town Hall is dangerous. He has
already entered the lot from the exit.

Peter Baranowski, 65 Westway, said that he opptsesfence. The safety of children is
important. The fence is a crazy idea.

Barbara Ruhe, 79 Main Street, said that the Tow$200,000 from the Youth Services program
this year and is now building a fence and pavipguking lot. The government is for the people
and by the people. The people should have a rdapegalogue. A member of the public
received a disrespectful e-mail from the Mayorigtathat the fence will be built. Ms. Ruhe said
the fence should not be built. People at the mgetre not the audience but the taxpayers. The
Town Council serves at the publics’ pleasure.

Ken Sokolowski, 79 Main Street, said that a speakelier used the work obfuscation. He said
that he is having trouble with departments who fuszy math. An example is the Police
Department. He questioned the accuracy of the pmnbHe cited the example of traffic flow
data regarding speed on Main Street. He saiduthlass the Town uses good solid statistics for
the need for a fence, the Town Council is usingotzgion itself.

COUNCIL REPORTS & COMMENTS

Councilor Walsh said that over the next few montiessRedevelopment Agency is inviting some
commercial property owners to meet and discusssplan their properties. He said that the
Infrastructure Committee met and discussed Morridganue. Plans have been given to Mr.
Garrey. The Infrastructure Committee also met V@th & P and talked about street lights to
look for redundancies. Finally, the Town receinae&TEAP grant to complete the work on the
Silas Deane Highway in front of Town Hall.

Councilor Cascio said that the Library Board isihgva strategic planning meeting tomorrow
night. The Chamber of Commerce is enjoying its rrewme in the Keeney Center and its
membership is growing.

Councilor Forrest said that the Energy Committe¢ tmaarrow the scope of renewable energy
projects in Wethersfield. The Committee is draftanletter to CCAP looking for the final report
on four Town buildings. The next meeting is nexuisday and the Committee will review
hydro energy in Wethersfield in regard to two danmi$ere is also talk about energy controls,
using zones and controlling when energy goes oroénd
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Councilor Hemmann thanked the 87Bnniversary Committee members for all of their kor
The parade was well attended. She said that thec&do Sea Clean up sponsored by the MDC
was held this weekend. It is th8 gear of the program. Boy Scout troop 243 stepgetb help.

A lot of trash was cleaned up at the Cove. Thecuts and their families did a great job.

Councilor Walsh said that he too would like to théme Parade Committee. It was a great day.

Councilor Forrest said that it was a great timee tHanked Councilor Hemmann for her
tremendous work on the Cove cleanup.

Councilor Hemmann said that the Boy Scouts neednieér hours. They are a great group to
work with in many areas. She said that she wilfkwvaith the MDC for more sponsorship
opportunities for other areas in Town.

Councilor Forrest said that Councilor Walsh gaveemendous amount of time to the 875
Anniversary Committee. There have been greatitiesvall year long. He thanked him for all
of his work.

Councilor Walsh said that he enjoyed working on @oemmittee and thanked Councilor Forrest
for his comments.

Chairperson Adil highlighted the following upcomiagents:

« Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours will bl l@ctober 18 at William
Raveis Real Estate and Insurance Office.

 The Cove Side Carnival sponsored by the Keane Fadiomdwill be October 16, 17,
and 18

» Shred It and Forget It, sponsored by The North @értrea Agency on Aging, will
be October 1% at the Community Center.

« American Red Cross Blood Drive will be Octobef%& the Community Center.

. Thts Volunteer Fire Department is sponsoring a bpsté Mohegan Sun on October
24",

« MDC Hazardous Waste Collection Day has been restbedo October 1D at
Wethersfield High School.

» Leaf Collection program is beginning soon. Theeskthe is available on the Town
website.

» The CRT Energy Assistance Program will begin soofhe Social and Youth
Services are making appointments in October ancehder.

TOWN MANAGER REPORT

Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, said that Towns arengatowards regionalization. Wethersfield is
taking part in a pilot program for a building petsoftware program. CRCOG has developed a
performance management software to measure acwas.t
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Councilor Kotkin moved“TO TAKE ITEM B.2.A. — FINANCIAL POLICY - SELF
INSURANCE RESERVE FUND” seconded by Councilor Forrest.
All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 8-0-0.

Councilor Cascio movetifO ADD ITEM B.5.A. - RESOLUTION REGARDING
PROPOSED FENCE BETWEEN TOWN HALL/LIBRARY AND THE SI LAS DEANE
MIDDLE SCHOOL” seconded by Councilor Cascio.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 8-0-0.

COUNCIL ACTION

Deputy Mayor Montinieri moved“TO APPOINT CHRISTINE TAYLOR TO THE
WETHERSFIELD ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR PEOPLE WITH DIS ABILITIES”
seconded by Councilor Walsh.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 8-0-0.

Deputy Mayor Montinieri movedTO TABLE THE APPOINTMENT OF JOHN J.
O’LEARY TO THE BOARD OF ETHICS” seconded by Councilor Forrest.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 8-0-0.

Councilor Cascio movedTO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION — ACCEPTANCE OF
YOUTH SERVICES GRANT” seconded by Councilor Walsh.

Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, said that this grart amhance Youth Services programs in the
amount of $27,916.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 8-0-0.

Councilor Kotkin movedTO AUTHORIZE PRELIMINARY SUPPORT AND PAYMENT
OF $500 TO COVER PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO DEVELOP THE
AUTHORIZING LEGISLATION FOR A CENTRAL CONNECTICUT S OLID WASTE
AUTHORITY” seconded by Deputy Mayor Montinieri.

Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, said that this is aldon by CRCOG to create a solid waste
authority to gain leverage in the solid waste igsufe region. This resolution is Wethersfield’'s
commitment to draft documents for legislation fapprwork that will then be brought back to
the Town Council. Then an ordinance will be braughCouncil to formally join.
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Councilor Hemmann asked if CRCOG is supporting, tiidhere are commercial entities that are
working to do this, if the Town will be able to gut with a request for proposals to see if a
better price can be reached, and what are posadtéional costs noted in the August™0
CRCOG notes.

Chairperson Adil said that this motion gives thewhoanother option instead of the private
market or Connecticut Resource Recovery. The M@h$ have gone to Connecticut Resource
Recovery and have asked for a contract end. Theyclaiming to be working on it. This
resolution will give the Town another option. Alf these questions will be answered as the
Town moves forward.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 8-0-0.

Councilor Console movedT’O APPROVE THE RESOLUTION — PROHIBITING THE
USE OF TAXPAYERS FUNDS FOR THE PURCHASE OF CONTAMINATED
PROPERTY” seconded by Councilor Cascio.

Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, said that this resotutvill prohibit the use of taxpayers’ funds for
the purchase of contaminated property.

Councilor Console said that he introduced this Itggm to protect Wethersfield residents. He
doesn’t work for any special interest groups. Tbevn is paying top dollar for the Wilkus Farm.
He said that he is moving this resolution to protee taxpayers from future lawsuits. He is
opposed to the amount of money that is being us@ditchase this land, not the purchase of the

property.

Councilor Forrest asked if Councilor Console swdinted to vote on this tonight as it is written.
Councilor Console said that it may not be writteopgerly. His intention is to purchase clean
land and not have to spend thousands of dollafi®waih money on the cleanup of the farm. He
suggested tabling the resolution and sending tihécopen space committee for review. He said
that he wants to do the right thing.

Councilor Walsh asked if the resolution is intentietde specific to the Wilkus property.

Councilor Console said that it was not.

Councilor Walsh said that the resolution reallydsinthe Town Council on any future land
purchase.

Councilor Console said that future Councils camgesathe resolution.
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Councilor Walsh said that he was concerned withtitheng of the resolution since the Council
will be changing in November.

Councilor Kotkin said that the property is on thEmIist for hazardous pollution because of the
benzene in the ground water. It can contaminatéswell of the wells have been tested and
there is no detection of contamination and abaténsenot necessary. Is it the view of the
proponents of this resolution that if it passes, Town can't purchase the Wilkus property? Or
can the Town move forward with the purchase becaasgbatement is necessary?

Councilor Console said that the Town should movevéod with the purchase if the property is
clean according to the DEP. The DEP is testingsthie now. There are still questions to be
answered. He is asking these questions so that thieeTown buys something it is what it says
it is.

Councilor Kotkin said that there is nothing abdw pther issues in this resolution. He asked if
the Town could pursue purchasing the propertyiff gassed.

Councilor Console said that if the DEP says iléao then the Town should buy it.

Councilor Kotkin said that the DEP said that ndHar remediation is necessary. He asked what
Councilor Console wanted the DEP to do.

Councilor Console said that he would like themi¢gm<ff that the property is clean.

Councilor Kotkin said that he can’t support thisakition because the Town doesn’t even know
if the DEP signs-off on projects like this. Hedsdinat in the July minutes Councilor Walsh
moved $15,000 to do a phase Il analysis and the was 6-2. Councilors Console and Cascio
voted against it. That money was used to detertfieeenvironmental hazards on the property.
The Town Council has taken all prudent steps fes purchase. He urged Council to vote
against this resolution. The Town Council has dargood job looking into the cleanup of the
property to minimize any liability. The voters edtfor this purchase twice. The DEP says that
no additional action is necessary.

Councilor Cascio said that he voted no all aloregvtlay. He is continuing to vote no.

Councilor Hemmann said that when she read the utsnlshe interpreted it as establishing a
policy to forbid the purchase of contaminated propelt is a general policy to protect the Town.
She said that the Town expected to close on thku&/property in June. Then there was a study
of contamination and remediation was done. Thial$® the job of the Planning and Zoning
Commission and other Boards and Commissions irdais@ry fashion.



Unapproved
October 5, 2009 Notes
Page 14

Councilor Walsh said that, it sounds like the forsugn open space. He asked what if the
Redevelopment Commission gets involved in a comialepcoperty and wanted to purchase it.
What would be the implications?

Councilor Hemmann said she would look to the potwylefine some of that in its guidelines.
This resolution would establish guidelines, remeadin consultants and testing.

Deputy Mayor Montinieri said that he is concerndabwt protecting the interests of the
community. There are steps in place to purchas@tbperty after efforts have been made about
the condition of the property. He said that hekkievery effort has been made. He said that his
concern is that the resolution needs to be cudailthe DEP is an awful lot of bureaucracy. The
Town doesn’t even know if the DEP will send a letie the Town. With the passage of this
resolution, the Town will lose control over whatdbes. He said that none of the Town
Councilors are qualified to make environmental siecis, that is why the Councilors have
surrounded themselves with people and groups tthalo to make sure the property is meeting
requirements for the cleanup. The sellers are rutdeobligation to clean-up the property. The
reason for the delay in the purchase is that thenTie waiting for the clean-up. This resolution
is not a way to make sure the property is cleahe process behind the scenes is making sure
that the property is clean. The Town has donediligence in respect to the clean-up. The
Town wouldn’t spend $15,000 for a study without tieal on the table. It would not be prudent
to do so. The Town Council did its due diligencghvthe environmental tests. He is voting
against this resolution. Its intention is not bad.

Chairperson Adil said that there was a good discngenight. This resolution is abdicating the
Town Council’s authority. The clean-up is the @sgibility of the seller and they are cleaning it

up.

Councilor Hemmann moveéd O TABLE THE RESOLUTION — PROHIBITING THE USE
OF TAXPAYERS FUNDS FOR THE PURCHASE OF CONTAMINATED PROPERTY”
seconded by Councilor Cascio.

Councilors Cascio, Console, and Hemmann voted AYEouncilors Forrest, Kotkin, Walsh,
Deputy Mayor Montinieri and Chairperson Adil votddY. The motion failed 3-5-0.

Councilor Hemmann movedTHAT THE RESOLUTION BE MOVED TO THE
CONSERVATION COMMISSION FOR REVIEW AND TO ESTABLISH A POLICY
WITH GUIDELINES” seconded by Councilor Cascio.

Councilor Forrest said that the specific chargaligady in the resolution. The charge to
establish a policy is very vague. The ConservaGiommission may have questions. He said
that a policy is too vague and he can’t suppos thotion.
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Councilor Hemmann said that the resolution stadesstablish a policy prohibiting the use of
Town funds for the purchase or acquisition of amgrest in real property. She would look to
the Conservation Commission to come back with renendations on things to look for in
environmental concerns to protect the Town in ituistances. She said that she is looking to
the Commission to draft recommendation for guicedin

Chairperson Adil said that is how the Conservat@mmission came up with a list to rank
properties for the Town to acquire. He would déée€ouncilor Forrest who serves as liaison to
the Commission.

Councilor Forrest said he would amend it to say e Town Council would like the
Conservation Commission to look into a policy foaidglines for environmental concerns when
purchasing property. It is appropriate to sendvier. But to send the resolution over to the
Commission when it has a policy already does notemsense. This resolution hinders the
Council’s ability to purchase property.

Councilors Cascio, Console, and Hemmann voted AYEouncilors Forrest, Kotkin, Walsh,
Deputy Mayor Montinieri and Chairperson Adil votddY. The motion failed 3-5-0.

Chairperson Adil asked if Councilor Hemmann wouiel to make a motion for the
Conservation Commission to refer a policy to them.

Councilor Hemmann movetfO REFER TO THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION TO
DEVELOP DRAFT GUIDELINES TO BE BROUGHT BACK TO COUN CIL TO
PROTECT THE TOWN ON FUTURE PURCHASES IN REGARD TO
ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS” seconded by Councilor Console.

Councilor Kotkin asked that the motion be repeated.
Councilor Hemmann said “to send to the Conservatmmmission a request to establish
guidelines related to protecting the town for fetwpen space property purchases related to

environmental hazards”

Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, asked if the Town Cdumould like to broaden it to include other
properties.

Chairperson Adil said that he did not want to inleicommercial properties as the Conservation
Commission deals with open space issues.

Councilor Forrest said that the idea has meritdaridered if it is prudent to draft this on the fly.
The Town Council may want to discuss it with thevidManager.
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Chairperson Adil said that he does not see a pmobh@ving forward with this and sending it to
the Conservation Commission. The Conservation Cigsion uses guidelines in determining
the ranking of properties. He asked if the TowmBger thought this was okay.

Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, said that he beliet$ & policy that provides a process for the
Town is a good endeavor. Once guidelines are lestad they would be brought back to the
Town Council for review.

Deputy Mayor Montinieri said that he is not sureatvthe Council is trying to accomplish. He
said that when the Town Council discussed the VEiliroperty in public session and executive
session it was kept apprised of Town policies amdrenmental issues. He would like to see
some parameters before it is sent anywhere.

Councilor Hemmann withdrew her motion and said tta will come back with something
more detailed.

Councilor Console withdrew his second.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Councilor Kotkin movedTO AUTHORIZE THE TOWN MANAGER TO IMPLEMENT
THE ATTACHED SELF INSURANCE RESERVE FUND POLICY CON TINGENT
UPON APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION” seconded by Councilor Walsh.

Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, said that this was ipresly discussed, redrafted to clarify some
points by the Budget and Finance Committee, ancCtiramittee is recommending the adoption
of it now.

Councilor Kotkin thanked the Budget and Finance @uttee for its work. It is a better
document now. The Town and Board of Educationdwatl experiences this year. The Town is
at about a 10 percent reserve funding status. eThdlt be close to $1,000,000 to defray
expenses for any potential budget overrun. Thésgeod policy.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 8-0-0.

OTHER BUSINESS

Councilor Walsh movedTO AUTHORIZE THE TOWN MANAGER TO APPLY FOR A
SMALL CITIES GRANT ON BEHALF OF THE WETHERSFIELD HO USING
AUTHORITY (COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT SMALL CITIES)”
seconded by Councilor Cascio. .
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Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, said that this is auest| on behalf of the Wethersfield Housing
Authority for Community Development Block Grant fis

Kate Fourcier, Executive Director of the Housingtiarity, said that she is requesting funds to
do three things: the roof at the Fuller apartmetatsip up and replace the parking lot there, and
to replace security systems in two units. The Mashal recommends these upgrades. She
said that she will see how far the money will go.

Councilor Kotkin asked if the roof was being reglddecause of wear or from storm damage.
Kate Fourcier said that it is wear on the roof.

Chairperson Adil said that he received a lettemfidr. Fuller’s son questioning a plague on the
Fuller Housing building.

Kate Fourcier said that she spoke to the Boardigddibrs and employees and the sign that is
there now is the only sign that existed. Therals® a photograph of Mr. Fuller with a small
plaque attached inside the building.

Chairperson Adil asked that Mr. Fuller’'s son beifrext.

Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, said that he had beéfied.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 8-0-0.
Councilor Forrest movedTO AUTHORIZE THE TOWN MANAGER TO ACCEPT A
GRANT FROM THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION FOR THE PLANTING OF LEGACY TREES”
seconded by Councilor Cascio.

Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, said that this is auest] to authorize him to accept a grant for
$5,300 for legacy trees. The Town’s match to tremgwill come from insurance money from
the storm.

Councilor Cascio asked if families can purchassdlieees.

Chairperson Adil said that residents can purchasss through the 3%3ree program.

RaeAnn Palmer, Assistant to the Town Manager, faad the trees are called legacy trees
because they grow into mature shade trees and leegdrae canopy.

Councilor Walsh thanked Ms. Palmer for her diligeaad said that it was great timing.
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RaeAnn Palmer, Assistant to the Town Manager, shad Phil Smithwick, Tree Warden
deserves credit for his work on this grant.

Councilor Forrest said that a lot of these tredkbei planted on the Broad Street Green but some
will also be planted on Wolcott Hill Road and CHurStreet. There is also the 87&ee
program in Town and the Shade Tree Commissiors@s &thrting a program.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 8-0-0.
Councilor Kotkin  moved “TO WRITE OFF THE UNCOLLECTED PERSONAL
PROPERTY, REAL ESTATE, AND MOTOR VEHICLE TAXES FROM THE 1993
GRAND LIST IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 12-164 OF THE CONNECTICUT
GENERAL STATUTES” seconded by Councilor Forrest.

Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, said that this moti®noi write off the uncollected taxes from the
1993 grand list in the amount of $32,684.11. Hwt Write off was for $130,000.

Councilor Forrest asked if these tax liens candbe. s
Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, said that the Towmaking at selling more recent tax liens.
All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 8-0-0.

ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, APPOINTMENTS FOR INTRODU(N

RESOLUTION REGARDING PROPOSED FENCE BETWEEN TOWN HA LL/LIBRARY AND THE
SILAS DEANE MIDDLE SCHOOL

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council, on behdltlve Town of Wethersfield, does hereby resolve tha
installation of the fence and gate proposed torbeted between the Town Hall/Library complex arel $llas
Deane Middle School be postponed for a period bfess than ninety (90) days in order to allowtfor receipt of
comments from and consultation with the Wetherdffeblice Department, the Wethersfield Fire Depantirthe
Board of Education, parents of students at thes $lkeane Middle School, users of the WethersfieldiPlibrary,
and the affected residents and to further congitilre needs for and the ramifications of such éegued gate.

Deputy Mayor Montinieri said that there was a Ibpuoblic dialogue on the issue of the fence.
He wants to be certain that the Town will not g anything until after a thorough discussion.
He said that it is safe to say that all Councilgsee that it is important that the public came out
to speak on this issue. The Town should not mowedrd yet.

Chairperson Adil said that the Town Manager hag g&t no fence will be installed before the
next meeting.
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MINUTES

Councilor Walsh movedTO APPROVE THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF
SEPTEMBER 21, 2009”seconded by Councilor Forrest.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 8-0-0.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 10:40 p.m., Councilor Cascio moveédO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO
DISCUSS PERSONNEL MATTERS” seconded by Councilor Walsh. All Councilors prése
including the Chairperson voted AYE. The motiorsged 8-0-0. Jeff Bridges, Town Manager,
was present. No motions were made and no votes taken during executive session.

At 10:55 p.m., Councilor Console movérO LEAVE EXECUTIVE SESSION " seconded by
Councilor Forrest, All Councilors present, incluglithe Chairperson voted AYE. The motion
passed 8-0-0.

Councilor Console movedTO INCREASE DOLORES SASSANO, TOWN CLERK’'S
SALARY FROM $30.77 PER HOUR TO $31.80 PER HOUR AND CONSIDER
ALIGNING THE BENEFITS FOR THE EMPLOYEE TO THOSE OF THE MEMBERS
OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP” seconded by John Casio.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 8-0-0.
ADJOURNMENT
At 10:56 p.m., Councilor Forrest movédO ADJOURN THE MEETING" seconded by

Councilor Hemmann. All Councilors present, incliglthe Chairperson voted AYE. The motion
passed 8-0-0.

Dolores G. Sassano
Town Clerk



