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REGULAR MEETING
FEBRUARY 17, 2009

The Wethersfield Town Council held a meeting onstay, February 17, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Auditorium of the Silas Deane Middle School.

Present: Councilors Console, Forrest, HemmantkiiKoRoberts, and Chairperson Adil.
Absent: Councilors Cascio and Walsh and Deputy Mdantinieri
Also present: Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager aotbizs G. Sassano, Town Clerk.

Chairperson Adil said that there will be an Exeaeitbession at the end of the meeting to discuss
personnel matters — Town Manager search.

Councilor Hemmann led the pledge of allegiancéé&oflag.

Councilor Forrest movetifO ADD B.3.E. — AN 8-24 REVIEW FOR THE PURCHASE OF
22.5 ACRES ON THE EAST SIDE OF WILLOW STREET AND 24 ACRES ON THE
WEST SIDE OF WILLOW STREET AND 34.5 ACRES ON THE WEST SIDE OF
THORNBUSH ROAD IN WETHERSFIELD” seconded by Councilor Console.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 6-0-0.
HEARINGS

Dolores Sassano, Town Clerk read the Resolutions.

FAIR HOUSING RESOLUTION

ACCEPTANCE OF AMATO CIRCLE AND AMATO DRIVE AS TOWNROADS

Mike Turner, Director of Public Works, said that\was speaking on the acceptance of the roads.
He said that typically, when the Town Council hoédkearing on the acceptance of a street, the
Engineering Division sends out letters to homeowrsaldiciting their input on the acceptance of
the street. No response back by homeowners isdsyes no concern. The Town received three
letters back. Two of the letters stated that tbenéowner has no concern. One gentleman
commented on cracks in the roadway. This subdinigias subdivided back in the 1980’s. Mr.
Amato has just come to the Town to have the roadspied. The Town holds the deeds to the
road and plows the roads dating back to the cortstruof the first home. Mr. Amato and his
attorney were not available tonight but are in favothis acceptance.

Chairperson Adil asked if these roads are complét@kshed and have no problems.
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Mike Turner, Director of Public Works, said thaeth are no problems with the roads.

No one else wished to speak, Chairperson Adil dedlthe Hearings closed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Gus Colantonio, 16 Morrison Avenue, discussed anggooncerns with the lack of a stop sign
and the condition of the sidewalks on Morrison Aven He asked why the Town Council did
not respond to his remarks.

Chairperson Adil said that the rules do not allaw & response to the publics’ comments and
guestions.

Robert Young, 20 Coppermill Road, said that GoveRell gave a no tax increase State budget.
In Connecticut, we pay the second highest progestyin the Nation. State arbitration leaves
State officials powerless. The 169 towns in Cotinetspend 85 percent of their budgets to pay
for municipal employees, both Town and Board of ¢&dion. Connecticut has one of the
highest tax burdens in the United States. A fawsilnetworth has decreased 25 percent based on
the devaluation of homes and the fall of the stoekket. He gave statistic on the current
recession. He hopes that the Legislative bodysmiiport Governor Rell’s no tax increase State
budget. The Town Council should ask the Town M@ndo cut the budget by 10 percent. He
can't get over, with the way the economy is, that Town can continue to do this type of budget.

COUNCIL REPORTS & COMMENTS

Councilor Console thanked Town Manager TherrienMiiée Turner for having the MDC come
back to repair Jameswell Road area which previdustybeen left in a torn up state.

Chairperson Adil said that:

« The Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring the nextrBssiAfter Hours on February™9
at Stillman Walk Adult Community Center from 5:00:00 p.m.

« There will be a seminar on Solar Electricity foe tHome on February ?2at 1:30 p.m. at
the East Hartford Public Library.

« The Volunteer Fire Department is hosting it8 Annual Beer and Wine Tasting on
February 28 from 7:00 — 9:00 p.m.

 That Nature Photography Exhibit is open during th@ture Center’s visiting hours
through February 28

* The Wethersfield Business and Civic Associationl wdnor Bonnie Therrien as their
2009 person of the year at a reception to be heldcM3" at the Wethersfield Country
Club.
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* The National League of Cities 2009 Annual Congaasai City Conference will be held
in Washington DC on March £4- 18" To Town Councilors, please let the Town
Manager know if you are interested in attending.

COUNCIL ACTION

Councilor Roberts movetTO ACCEPT THE FAIR HOUSING RESOLUTION” seconded
by Councilor Hemmann.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that every yerarTown Council must approve this Fair
Housing Resolution in order for the Town to receBtate Small City’'s Funds for housing rehab
projects.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 6-0-0.

Councilor Kotkin moved“TO ACCEPT AMATO CIRCLE AND AMATO DRIVE AS
TOWN ROADS” seconded by Councilor Console.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that as Mrn€usaid this approval will allow the Town
to accept Amato Circle from Amato Drive to the dal-sac and Amato Drive as public roads.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 6-0-0.

OTHER BUSINESS

BEAVER BROOK PROJECT STUDY

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that this igresentation from Kathy Bagley, Park and
Recreation Director, and Jef Fasser, Director ohdsaape Architecture from VHB. The
Conservation Commission has been working on thikeatlirection of the Town Council. There
has been input from the Park and Recreation Cononissnd Conservation Commission. Town
Council input is now needed and a final report Wwél completed. The final report will help the
Town with grant funding and keep it in mind fordu funding.

Kathy Bagley, Director of Parks and Recreationd shat the Town Councilors were given maps
of the area. The Town Council asked for an updathe 1969 Master Plan of Beaver Brook.
She introduced Mr. Fasser, whose company was torapdate the existing plan.

Jef Fasser, Director of Landscape Architecture fktanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. went over the
work to-date that his company has done as outlindtie handouts. He said that the site was
examined first. The Beaver Brook was then lookedh& water system, the vegetation, and the
land use. They then looked at the informationeméd by the Town and the State. They also
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looked at other impacts that might affect the stBmme areas that were undeveloped at the time
of the 1969 Master Plan are now developed. A summfthe information was completed and
recommendations were received to start to protestland to create a greenway system. The
following recommendations were made: prioritize #oaithern half of the corridor, conduct a
vegetation evaluation, prepare and implement végatananagement plan for the entire Beaver
Brook corridor, evaluate Spring Street pond coondgi develop a more specific center of the
area. He said that he would like to get commewits fthe Town Council.

Councilor Forrest said that members of the Conserv&Commission have worked hard on the
Beaver Brook project. He said that both the Corstean Commission and Park and Recreation
Board support this. He said that the biking camlitis really trying to get people off of major
streets and moving them on to safer areas. Thitk/south corridor seems to get the Town onto
a path for bikes and walking instead of using thkesSDeane Highway. He said that he
understands that there are private land ownersotuatsome large blocks of this land and that
there is a squeeze in the middle with easemente ability, conceptually, to get a continuous
path is extremely important. It will not all beilb@t one time or in one phase but this report wil
give the continuity that the project needs. Thengdovation Commission was extremely
thoughtful about the invasive species of vegetatidrhis environmental aspect can be really
good for Brit and the ability to obtain funding fother sources.

Councilor Hemmann said that she read this withtgrearest since she lives so close and walks
in the neighborhood. She asked about the impropered about invasive species. Is that a
project that the Town can take on in little pieceSihce it has been so long since the Brook has
been refurbished, the Town should take a looktatren the Brook at different points because it
doesn’'t seem to go anywhere. She said that inhN@atrolina where she was working in the fall,
there was a path that connected several differemintunities and it was funded by the
communities. It was a walking path through the dsased by bikers and walkers. She is really
pleased with the proposed plan and that the Toulrbeilooking at grants.

Councilor Kotkin asked if the water flow was notthsouth and if it just goes out to the river
through the meadows.

Jef Fasser said that it goes into the river evdigtbat he doesn’t know if it goes somewhere else
first.

Kathy Bagley said that it crosses over Route 3%priihg Street.

Councilor Forrest said that at the pond on Spritigee® there have been significant total
overflows three or four times a year. It may talder water management.
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Chairperson Adil said that on figure two it maywerthwhile to add the bike trail that comes
down Nott Street and crosses the area as a pdtbot& up. He asked if abutting property
owners would be given a chance to comment on this gnd address concerns.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that there wageal plan to receive residents’ input.
The Conservation Commission could hold a hearingetdnput.

Chairperson Adil asked that it be televised so thatpublic knows what the Town is doing.
This project started in 1969. He asked that itggthe Conservation Commission so that some
Federal monies could be found. This will help leaa up the area and create a park that the
entire Town can use.

Jef Fasser said that one of the items in the feabrt will be potential grant sources. It will al
tie into the ecological system of the area. Tlaeesome programs for storm drain manage that
are available on a Federal and local level to cbrtater into the system and dredging system to
handle the water that comes into the system and dath the invasive species.

Chairperson Adil thanked Kathy Bagley and Jef Faksehe presentation.

Councilor Console movelTO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING TELEPHONE POLICY
AND ADD IT TO THE RULES AND PROCEDURES” seconded by Councilor Hemmann.

USE OF TELEPHONES DURING COUNCIL MEETINGS DRAFT

Town Council members shall be able to participatén Council meetings by telephone, however every
effort should be made by members to be at all meatys in person and the use of telephones should oridg
used on rare occasions. A meeting quorum can onlyebdetermined by the members that are physically
present in the meeting room. No votes shall be alled to be taken via a telephone.

If the Council member knows well in advance of theeed to call into a meeting, he/she should notify
the Town Manager who will place the request on the@ext Town Council meeting for a vote by the entire
Council. If there is short notice on the need tose a telephone for a meeting, it shall be with thegreement of
two of the members of the Rules and Procedures Conittee.

If allowed, the meeting will be held in a room ope and accessible to members of the public, using
teleconferencing equipment that enables everyone ithe room to hear and, as appropriate, participatein
discussions. Any printed materials, reports, graphsetc. utilized by the person phoning in must be ailable in
the meeting room.

This rule will be reviewed by the Town Council afer every election of the entire Council.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that this iteas been discussed by the Town Council
several times and brought back to the Rules anceldtses Committee. If a Council member is
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unable to attend a meeting, that member could uskephone to take part in the meeting. This
is the final draft being put forward by the RulesdaProcedures Committee. It says that
telephones should be used on only very rare oataigind no votes will be allowed to be taken
via telephone.

Chairperson Adil said that one thing that needbdcagreed upon is that the vote taken at the
budget meeting was allowed because nothing in thiesRand Procedures stated it was not
allowed. The motion now is for participation bt woting.

Councilor Console said that in these times withmeh going and the number of meetings that
are held, Councilors that can’t be at a meetingikhbe able to dial up and listen to the meeting
and patrticipate in conversations.

Councilor Hemmann said she appreciates that then@itbee has looked at this issue. The
language of this policy is clear and would be dasiollow through with. She agrees with the
ideas that it be used rarely, that voting can’tuncand that a quorum must be present.

Councilor Roberts said that she appreciates the igsat this presents but she doesn’t think that
it is something the Town Council should do. Theu@mlors are elected to attend meetings. The
Congress does not do this. If Town Councilors niedet caught up on a meeting they can
listen to the tape or watch the video. She satighe has a problem with this in general and will
vote against it.

Councilor Forrest said that this will allow debdtging the meeting.

Councilor Console said that this isn’t the Senat€aongress. The Councilors don’t get paid for
this work. The Town Councilors are dedicated te fown. This policy will allow the
Councilors to be a part of an issue if it is impott In this day and age this should be allowed.
Councilors are not going to dial in to all of theetngs but on an occasion when one is out of
Town it is important. He said that it should beegi a try.

Councilor Kotkin said that he had concerns witheanlier version of the policy but they have
been addressed and am comfortable with it. He awaserned with voting on the phone and
lack of a physical quorum. Those issues were addoeand he can support this.

Chairperson Adil said that this is worth trying ahd doesn’t work it can be brought back to the
Town Council.

Councilors Console, Hemmann, Kotkin, and Chairperadil voted AYE. Councilor Forrest
and Roberts voted NAY. The motion failed 4-2-0ddack of five affirmative votes.
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Councilor Kotkin moved‘TO AUTHORIZE THE TRANSFER OF $1,589 FROM THE
CAPITAL RESERVE ACCOUNT 4100-54400 TO THE LITTLE RE D SCHOOLHOUSE
PROJECT ACCOUNT 3000-54435-30612%econded by Councilor Roberts.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that the Towsur@il has given money to make the

facility handicap accessible. The only piece theg not been installed is the railing. It needs to
be sturdy so a metal pipe railing will be installe@he lowest quote was for $5,350. $1,589
needs to be transferred in order to finish theqmtoj

Chairperson Adil said that this is a worthwhile jpaa.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 6-0-0.
Councilor Kotkin movedTO AUTHORIZE THE TOWN MANAGER TO APPLY TO
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT FOR AND ACCEPT IF AWARDED, T HE PROJECT

REQUEST AS FOLLOWS:
SILAS DEANE HIGHWAY STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS $1,500,000

SALT SHED AND TRUCK GARAGE $1,500,000
LIBRARY RFID SYSTEM $ 230,000
COVE PARK IMPROVEMENTS $ 225,000
WPS COMPREHENSIVE INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM CENTER$ 300,000
WEBB SCHOOL WINDOW REPLACEMENT $ 500,000” seconded

by Councilor Forrest.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that the Tows heard from Representative Larson’s
office that there is a separate Federal bill appatipg funds for certain types of projects. A
short summary of each project that fit into a catggvas already given to his office. The
Library system, Webb Windows, and the ComprehenBiagram Center have been approved to
go to stage 2. The Town network system was réfpecother items listed in the motion have not
been decided on yet.

Councilor Roberts said that she was pleased tthee®/ebb window replacement on the list and
asked how many phases there were.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that therelanee phases.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 6-0-0.
Councilor Forrest moved TO SEND TO AN 8-24 REVIEW THE PURCHASE OF 22.5
ACRES ON THE WEST SIDE OF WILLOW STREET, 24 ACRES ON THE EAST SIDE

OF WILLOW STREET, AND 34.5 ACRES ON THE WEST SIDE OF THORNBUSH
ROAD" seconded by Councilor Console.
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Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that the Plag@nd Zoning Commission needs to vote
on whether the Town should purchase the Wilkuspprbes. They are three parcels involved at
a cost of $3,500,000. The voters have allocate@0$4000 in a bond for open space
acquisitions.  The money, along with $500,00@ iState grant that the Town received for the
purchase of these properties, will be used foiptlvehase. The Town has a letter of agreement
from the family. The piece that will not be inckaiwill be the lot that the house is on. There
will be a public hearing and then the Town Coumgil vote on whether or not the Town spends
the bond money on the purchase.

Chairperson Adil thanked the Land Trust and Corsteom Commission for their work on this
purchase. This type of open space purchase doeemme along very often. He hopes that this
will move forward.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that sinceTtben is receiving State money, the Town
can never build on it. It must remain open space.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 6-0-0.

BIDS

Councilor Roberts moved“TO AWARD A CONTRACT TO WETHERSFIELD
SWEEPING SERVICE AND CLEANING OF CATCH BASINS AND S TORM SEWERS,
NOT TO EXCEED $79,389 "seconded by Councilor Kotkin.

Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that this & bid out every year. This is for the street
sweeping and pipe and catch basin cleaning. Leseyns issued every year because of the new
materials that are being used on the streets iwithier for ice.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 6-0-0.

ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, APPOINTMENTS FOR INTRODU(N

Resolution for a Grant from the Historic Documeteservation Program
Resolved: that Bonnie L. Therrien, Town Managebolores G. Sassano, as Town Clerk, is empowereadoute

and deliver in the name of and on behalf of the T ofWVethersfield a contract with the Connectict#ts Library
for a Historic Documents Preservation Grant.

MINUTES

Councilor Forrest movedTO APPROVE THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF
FEBRUARY 2, 2009” seconded by Councilor Roberts.
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Councilor Kotkin said that on page 14 and 17, tletioms should read 5-4-0 and 7-2-0.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 6-0-0.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 8:48 p.m., Councilor Hemmann movédO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO
DISCUSS PERSONNEL MATTERS - TOWN MANAGER SEARCH” seconded by
Councilor Forrest. All Councilors present, incloglithe Chairperson voted AYE. The motion
passed 6-0-0. No motions were made and no votestaken during executive session.

At 9:15 p.m., Councilor Roberts movéfO ADJOURN THE EXECUTIVE SESSION”
seconded by Councilor Forrest.

All Councilors present, including the Chairpersated AYE. The motion passed 6-0-0.

ADJOURNMENT

At 9:15 p.m., Councilor Kotkin movedTO ADJOURN THE MEETING" seconded by
Councilor Forrest. All Councilors present, incluglithe Chairperson voted AYE. The motion
passed 6-0-0.

Dolores G. Sassano
Town Clerk



