
REGULAR MEETING 
 JUNE 6, 2011 
 
The Wethersfield Town Council held a meeting on Monday, June 6, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers, 505 Silas Deane Highway, Wethersfield. 
 
Present:  Councilors Drake, Hurley, Kotkin, Manousos, McAlister, Montinieri, Roberts, Deputy 
Mayor Console, and Chairperson Hemmann. 
 
Also present:  Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, Mike Turner, Director of Physical Services and 
Dolores G. Sassano, Town Clerk. Also: Chief Cetran, Fire Chief Flynn.  
     
Councilor Roberts led the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
 
Presentation of Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Trophies:  Police, Fire, Town and Colonel John 
Chester Fife and Drum Corp. 
 
HEARINGS 
 
None. 
 
GENERAL COMMENTS 
 
PUBLIC 
 
Gus Colantonio, 16 Morrison Avenue, commented on Morrison Avenue. 
 
Robert Young, 20 Coppermill Road, commented on the contingency money requested by the 
Board of Education and he strongly recommend that the Council not give the Board of Education 
this money as the Board should be using the money in its budget to repay the State what is owed 
in the amount of $672,000.    He also expressed his disappointment in the Council’s decision to 
raise taxes in Town. 
 
Alex Tougas, 111 Col. Chester Drive, commented on the teacher cuts made by the Board of 
Education, and asked the Town Council to give to them the $179,000 that is needed. 
 
Harry Lichtenbaum, 16 Town House Lane, commented on an article entitled “Hebron is not 
Wethersfield,” which stated that Hebron’s Town Manager and Finance Director is using 
Wethersfield as a template for Hebron. It is good press for Wethersfield. 
 
Marlene Schaeffer, 142 Coleman Road, commented on a Wethersfield Life article in the April 
publication concerning Jennie Keyes as the first female sergeant in the Wethersfield Police 
Department and noted that in 1975 she was hired as the first female officer in Wethersfield.  She 
commented also that she was displeased about a statement Chief Cetran made in the article. 
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Lee Sekas, 117 Welles Road, commented on public transportation and taxes. 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS  
 
Councilor Manousos reported for the Budget & Finance Committee, and there was discussion 
concerning the requested reimbursement to the State of Connecticut for the school construction 
grant.  Several options for repayment are being reviewed at this time and the Town Manager is 
preparing additional financial information on various bonding alternatives.  The funds in 
question total $104,000.  An audit review by Blum Shapiro was done at another meeting and no 
material deficiencies were found. 
 
Councilor Kotkin reported for the Tourism Committee and there was discussion on rejuvenating 
the Scarecrows on Main Street program.  He noted that he also attended the Insurance Committee 
meeting and pointed out that the Town is in good shape with medical claims, in part because 
there have been fewer smaller claims filed.  Wethersfield received a Risk Management award for 
new innovative risk management initiatives. 
 
Councilor McAlister reported for the Public Works Department, and noted that they will be 
meeting in the next couple of weeks to finalize the recommendations for the four parcels of land 
that had been discussed in the past. 
 
Councilor Drake reported for the Library Board and noted that a schedule has been put together 
to tag the books and weed out old books.  Also, a number of board members will be resigning 
from the Library Board and if anyone is interested on being on the Board, to please contact 
someone on the Town Committee. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Deputy Mayor Console thanked members of the Memorial Day Parade Committee, which he was 
also a part of, Larry Spellacy, Mayor Hemmann, Councilor Roberts, former mayor Dan 
Camilliere, Board of Education member John Cascio, Senators Doyle and Fonfara, 
Representative Russ Morin, Lt. Crabtree, Brian Schroll, James Clynch, Michael Rell, Lee Sekas 
and Sal Cucia.  Deputy Mayor Console also showed pictures from Janet and Mike Klett of 
Omaha Beach. Deputy Mayor Console also spoke about the protocol of flying the American Flag 
during Memorial Day.  The protocol is to have the flag flown at half mast till 12:00 noon; at 
noon the flag should be brought down and then raised to full staff.  There have been problems in 
the past with overtime charges and union rules and he noted that this should not be the case.  He 
also noted that today was the 67th anniversary of the Invasion of Europe.  Deputy Mayor Console 
commented that contrary to several news reports, the Board of Education did not get a decrease 
in their budget, but a $1.2 million increase.  The Board did not get the 6% request for additional 
funds.  He also commented on the issues regarding the proposed building of homes on the Cedar 
Mountain site.   He also commented on television interview with Alan Greenspan who spoke 
about the major problem in the United States, in the public school system, grades 1-4 are very 
well established and with grades 4-12, there was a disconnect in the education system and the  
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way it works.  Mr. Greenspan recommended going back and revamping the education system.  
Deputy Mayor Console also commented that he spoke with Jessica Andrews from the State 
Board of Education regarding the correct allocation of the ARRA funds and the state fiscal 
stabilization funds and she noted that she is still working on the numbers for him.  He also 
reported on an editorial on the Schoolhouse Crossing and noted that he still stay on top of what is 
going on in that area.  He also noted that he attended the 200th Anniversary of Comstock Ferre 
and noted that it was a nice event.  He also spoke about an editorial entitled “Town Needs 
Leadership With Vision” and parallels another editorial that ran two years ago.  He remarked the 
sitting Council is a leadership with vision and what is needed is time.  Deputy Mayor Console 
remarked on the issue of the Board of Education’s bus trip to Boston last week.  He received 
complaints from parents that they were not notified that the bus was safe during the tornado 
warnings.  He suggested that the Board of Education should have called the parents to keep them 
updated.  He also commented on the issue of the five year paving project.  He noted that there are 
a number of streets that are not going to be repaved in the next year, although they need to be.  
He suggested that Council members should read the Code of Ethics, Section 10-64, 10-68 
Conflicts of Interest. 
 
Council Manousos reported that he was the only council member who had `attended the Board of 
Education Finance Committee meeting and noted that although Council rules require five 
affirmative votes to pass an item, the Board of Education only needs the majority of those in 
attendance for a quorum.  He expressed that this is a serious flaw in the system and should be 
looked into.  He commented that what was approved were budget modifications on what this 
Council had worked hard at in maintaining teachers and preserving programs.  They approved the 
budget by a 4-1 margin that called for teacher layoffs, which Council had felt and believed was 
unnecessary.  He also noted that a request had been made by Maria Tougas to postpone the 
meeting because there were four Board of Education members that asked to be in attendance and 
couldn’t be at this particular meeting, including the Chairman of the Board of Education.  He 
noted that apparently there were alternative plans that they had wanted to discuss that would have 
preserved teachers’ jobs, programs, and that was unable to be discussed because it was already 
been voted 4-1.  If everyone was in attendance, apparently that motion would not have passed.  
He asked if it could be found if the Town Manager or Town Attorney could find out how this 
rule can be changed or discussed and felt it was a flaw in the system. 
 
Councilor McAlister mentioned that there was a car for sale parked on the snow shelf on the 
corner of Wells Road and Willow Street that has since been removed.  He asked if the police 
could enforce the ordinance that there is no parking on the snow shelf. 
 
Councilor Kotkin noted that perhaps the Board of Education could vote 5-4 to reverse the 
decision. 
 
Councilor Manousos noted that this could be the case. 
 
Chairperson Hemmann commented that she attended the Dollar for Scholars presentation on May 
26 and approximately $120,000 was given to 177 graduating seniors.  On May 27, she and Jeff  
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Bridges attended CIRMA’s Risk Management achievement awards and noted that Wethersfield 
received an award relating to a project which identified residents with special hospital 
transportation service needs so that an appropriate response and services could be dispatched at 
the time of the initial call.  She also noted that she received a compliment from CIRMA who 
stated that they enjoyed working with Wethersfield’s Insurance Committee.  She and Jeff Bridges 
also attended a Council of Small Towns [COST] at the State Capitol and they had an opportunity 
to speak with Representatives Tony Guerrera and Russ Morin with concerns on bills being 
discussed.  Later that evening, she attended the Green Summit Workshop at the Town Hall 
Council Chambers.  Chairperson Hemmann also reported on the Memorial Day Parade in which 
Joyce Rossignol gave a moving speech at the Village Cemetery.  On Sunday, May 28, she and 
Deputy Mayor Console attended the opening of Comstock Ferre’s celebration of their 200th year 
anniversary.  She also greeted the runners at the Keane Foundation 10th Annual 5K run and 
reported that Patrick Davis was the first place winner of the race. 
 
Councilor Roberts reported that she attended the Newington Planning & Zoning meeting and the 
Cedar Mountain project was discussed.  She noted that 200 to 300 people attended and everyone  
that spoke was against the project; the only ones that were for the project was the developer and 
the landowner. 
 
Chairperson Hemmann remarked that it was important to note that Wethersfield Planning & 
Zoning did communicate with the Newington Planning & Zoning about the Town’s concerns. 

 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
Jeff Bridges reported on the Public Notice regarding work the State will be doing on the bridge 
taking place later this year.  He noted that available at the podium tonight are the Board of 
Education’s adjustments to the budget as a result of the adopted budget by the Town Council.  
He reported that there is a Property Tax Relief Grant Fund of approximately $45 million and it is 
unknown as to Wethersfield’s allocation.  He also followed up with the last meeting’s discussion 
regarding the house on Nott Street and he noted that the house is now being foreclosed on they 
are in contact with the bank as to what is going to be done with the property.  He also noted that 
at the last meeting Councilor Manousos had noted that there were several committees that were 
no long active, and a report is being put together for the Council to act on. 
 
COUNCIL ACTION 
 
ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS FOR ACTION 
 
Councilor Montinieri moved “TO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION FROM CHARLES J. 
WOOD, 263 BRIMFIELD ROAD, FROM THE PARKS & RECREATI ON BOARD”  
seconded by Councilor Hurley. 
 
Councilor Kotkin noted that over 20 years ago, Charles Wood was involved in Little League and 
and responsible for safety upgrades to the baseball fields. 
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All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 9-0-0.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Councilor Manousos  moved “TO TABLE THE REQUEST FROM THE WETHERSFIELD 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOR THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS HELD IN TH E TOWN 
CONTINGENCY ACCOUNT,”  seconded by Councilor Kotkin.             . 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 9-0-0.  
 
BIDS 
 
Councilor Hurley moved “TO AWARD THE BID FOR PAVEMENT PREPARATION AND 
RESTORATION TO GENERAL PAVING AND CONSTRUCTION IN 
ACCORDINANCE WITH THE BID SPECIFICATIONS AND UNIT P RICING FOR THE 
TERM SEPTEMBER 1, 2011 THROUGH JUNE 30, 1012 AND FOR TWO ADDITIONAL 
ANNUAL RENEWALS, CONTINGENT UPON FUNDING APPROPRIAT ION, 
THROUGH JUNE 30, 2014,” seconded by Councilor McAlister. 
 
Jeff Bridges reported Staff recommends award of the Misc. Pavement Preparation bid to General 
Paving and Construction of Rocky Hill CT in the amount of $869,610, for the three year period 
FY 2011-12 thru 2013-14.  Funding for this contract is appropriated in the CIP Pavement 
Maintenance account.    While not yet finalized, staff has attached a map which depicts roads 
selected for milling and paving over the next year.  This list is subject to further scrutiny by our 
pavement on call engineers VHB Inc. 
 
Councilor McAlister asked what has been the historical bidding with the General Paving and 
Construction of Rocky Hill, CT. 
 
Mike Turner responded that this company holds to their prices and noted that this company has 
been working with the Town for over 10 years. 
 
Councilor Drake inquired as to whether the unit prices are what were expected. 
 
Mike Turner responded that a three year bid was projected out.  An estimate is made on the 
number of miles worked on. 
 
Deputy Mayor Console asked if the Middletown Avenue project went over budget with this 
company. 
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Mike Turner responded that the Middletown project was through the STP Urban Program.  He 
noted that he didn’t think it was a cost overrun by the paving company.  The Town chose to have 
the paving company do additional work with the apron skirts and sidewalks. 
  
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 9-0-0. 
 
Councilor  Manousos moved “TO AWARD A CONTRACT TO THE ARNOLD GROUP 
FOR THE REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE BOILER AT FI REHOUSE #1, 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH BID SPECIFICATIONS, IN THE AMOUN T OF $58,495 AND 
TO AUTHORIZE THE TRANSFER OF $7,795 FROM THE CAPITA L RESERVE FUND 
TO THE PROJECT ACCOUNT,” seconded by Councilor Hurley. 
 
Jeff Bridges reported that this is a bid award to replace the Fire House #1 Boiler. 
 
Councilor McAlister commented that early in the budget hearings, he had suggested looking at 
natural gas for vehicles and asked if Jeff Bridges had a chance to look into this matter. 
 
Jeff Bridges responded that there has been discussion but not for specific bids. 
Councilor Drake inquired as to the cost of the removal of asbestos for the boiler. 
 
Mike Turner responded that the cost was between $3,000 and $4,000. 
 
Councilor Drake asked if it was a hot water system. 
 
Mike Turner responded that it is a hot water. 
 
Councilor Drake commented that he felt it was a lot of money for a boiler. 
 
Mike Turner responded that high efficiency boilers are more expensive than a conventional type 
boiler. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 9-0-0. 

 
Councilor Hurley moved “TO AWARD A CONTRACT FOR SPRUCE STREET STORM 
DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH BID SPECI FICATIONS, TO 
BIRM-1CONSTRUCTION IN THE AMOUNT OF $33,656.25 AND TO AUTHORIZE  
THE TRANSFER OF $458.25 FROM THE CAPITAL RESERVE FUND TO THE 
PROJECT ACCOUNT,” seconded by Councilor McAlister.. 
 
Jeff Bridges reported that this is an award to improve drainage on Spruce Street and to address 
basement flooding when the State storm water collection system for the Route 5/15 connector 
overflows its banks. 
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Councilor Drake commented that he thought the Town was going to handle this situation 
themselves. 
 
Mike Turner responded that construction was too much for the Town to handle. 
 
Deputy Mayor Console asked if the drainage that the residence at 115 Spruce Street put in is 
going to be tied into that work. 
 
Mike Turner responded that it will be kept separate, but the Town will provide provisions to pick 
up the roof leaders so that the resident can direct it to the Town’s pipes and get it away from 
going around his house.   
 
Deputy Mayor Console asked when the project was expected to start. 
 
Mike Turner responded that if Council approves it tonight, a letter will be sent and a purchase 
order will be requested in the next 10 days. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 9-0-0. 
 
Councilor  Hurley , moved “TO AWARD A CONTRACT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
BID SPECIFICATIONS, TO GERBER CONSTRUCTION FOR STOR M DRAINAGE 
IMPROVEMENTS AT 150 MAIN STREET IN THE AMOUNT OF $2 3,420,” seconded by 
Councilor McAlister. 
 
Jeff Bridges reported that the project was designed by our Engineering staff to address ponding 
of surface water and storm water entering the basement thru the stone foundation at 150 Main 
Street, aka the Old Academy building.  Staff designed a collection system to route the roof 
leaders around the building and connect them via a new storm pipe which would connect to the 
existing storm drain in Main Street opposite Center Street.  Anticipating a favorable bid climate, 
staff also designed and included in the bid some additional piping and catch basins around the 
south of the building to collect those roof leaders and provide for a future parking lot expansion. 
 
Councilor Drake commented that he understands that this project needs to be done, but is unclear 
of why the cost is so high for this job. 
 
Mike Turner responded that although the cost seems high, there is a physical restraint on the 
north side of the building and only five feet of clearance from the property line to a fence, so that 
the contractor may need to do some things by hand and noted that it is a fairly big project. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 9-0-0. 
 
Deputy Mayor Console moved “TO AWARD THE CONTRACT FOR MORRISON 
AVENUE SIDEWALK RECONSTRUCTION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH BID  
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SPECIFICATIONS, TO GEG CONSTRUCTION, INC., IN THE A MOUNT OF 
$134,490,” seconded by Councilor Hurley.             . 
 
Jeff Bridges reported that the project was designed by the Town’s Engineering staff to 
reconstruct the sidewalks along both sides of Morrison Avenue, between Wolcott Hill Road and 
Silas Deane Highway.  The roadway width will be reduced from about 27 foot down to 24 foot 
curb to curb, new bituminous concrete curbing will be added with a grass snow shelf on both 
sides, and new sidewalks and driveway aprons constructed, and private walks and lawns 
disturbed by the construction or necessary for proper drainage will be re-established. 
 
Councilor Drake commented that this project is going forward.  He asked if the sidewalk east of 
Orchard Street was going to be included in the bid. 
 
Mike Turner responded that the second sidewalk east of Orchard Street has been included in the 
bid process and noted that RaeAnn Palmer did seek comment from the Town Attorney and the 
police Department. 
 
Councilor Drake commented that this doesn’t seem like a difficult project, yet the company that 
was chosen is from Massachusetts so he hopes that the Town will pay attention to the work. 
 
Mike Turner responded that a lot of time was spent on this company’s references and this 
particular project is what this company specializes in. 
 
Deputy Mayor Console commented that he has serious concerns about this sidewalk and how it is 
designed.  He noted that he reviewed previous plans and in terms of safety, and these plans 
conflict with the present plans.   
 
Councilor Drake commented that he doesn’t have a problem with redoing the sidewalks, but if 
the police department has stated that it needs to be safer and there are other plans that state that it 
needed to be safer, then it should be looked into so there won’t be problems in the future. 
 
Councilor McAlister asked if this is the cost for the sidewalks. 
 
Mike Turner responded that it is the cost. 
 
Councilor Kotkin noted that the contributions from the twenty eight homes gives the Town 
$14,000 and is the balance the responsibility of the Town. 
 
Jeff Bridges responded that the residents had three options to pay:  the amount can be paid now, 
paid at a property transfer or paid over five years.  Jeff Bridges noted that if there is a possibility 
that the scope of this project changes, he asked that this matter be tabled because it may have an 
impact on the lowest bidder. 
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Councilor Hurley asked if the police have signed off on this project. 
 
Jeff Bridges responded that he was at the site with Lt. Powers and has had conversations with 
Duncan Forsyth. Lt. Power said that the sidewalk should be put in and Town Attorney Forsyth 
noted that the Town should be consistent. 
 
Councilor McAlister asked when the bid expires. 
 
Mike Turner responded that he believes the bid can be held for 90 days. 
 
Jeff Bridges reiterated that the plan would be to get verification from the police department and 
from the Town Attorney. 
 
Mike Turner asked if he should contact the contractor to confirm that if that particular scope of 
work is eliminated, would they still be interested. 
 
Councilor Drake asked if all the sidewalks can be done except for the particular section in 
question. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  Deputy Mayor Console voted 
NAY.  The motion passed 8-1-0. 
 
ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS FOR INTRODUCTION 
 
Article XXI Code of Ethics (§ 10-64-§ 10-74) – Changes to how the Ethics Commission reports 
its findings. 
 
Councilor Roberts noted that Section 10-65 needed to be redrafted as it sounded confusing.  She 
understands what the intent is but it sounded confusing. 
 
MINUTES 
Chairperson Hemmann noted that this issue will be scheduled for a hearing at the next Council 
meeting. 
 
Councilor Drake asked for a summary of the changes. 
 
Chairperson Hemmann responded that it is to clarify what governing persons and the points of 
authority.  If a complaint came to the Ethics Commission from the Board of Education or from 
the Library or someone from the Town, complaint and the results of the findings should go to the 
appropriate bodies.  At the moment, results come back to the Council as dictated by the language, 
but Council does not have any way to deal with the findings because the Board of Education falls 
under a different legal authority.  The Council could make recommendations but it wasn’t up to 
Council to do something about those findings. 
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Councilor Drake noted that he couldn’t understand why someone would file an ethics complaint 
against the Board or a Town Council member, and be financially responsible for the cost. 
 
Jeff Bridges commented that it would be important for the Town Attorney to come in and talk 
about indemnification of public officials in and of this case. 
 
Councilor Roberts commented that the Ethics matter last year was an extreme case.  There have 
been other cases brought before the Ethics Commission and those matters have been resolved. 
 
 
Councilor Hurley moved “TO APPROVE THE SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 
9, 2011” seconded by Councilor McAlister. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 9-0-0. 
 
Councilor Hurley moved “TO APPROVE THE SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 
11, 2011” seconded by Councilor McAlister. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 9-0-0. 
 
Councilor Hurley moved “TO APPROVE THE SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 
14, 2011 WITH CORRECTIONS” seconded by Councilor McAlister.                              . 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 9-0-0. 
 
Councilor Hurley moved “TO APPROVE THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF 
MAY 16, 2011” seconded by Councilor McAlister.            
 
Councilor Roberts questioned a remark Councilor Manousos made on page 7 “Councilor 
Manousos asked if the contemplation is the option . . .” 
 
Councilor Manousos responded that it should read “Councilor Manousos asked if that is the 
option on the six acres would be assigned to the Town, part of the transaction would also involve 
 an upfront payment to the Town.”     
 
Councilor Roberts asked for the May 16 minutes to be checked on page 9 for Jeff Bridges 
comments regarding the CREC option. 
 

CORRECTION 
“Jeff Bridges noted that what he is hearing is that the majority of the Town 
Council supports the idea of the re-use of the CL&P property for a CREC magnet 
school pre-K-5 with the understanding that a one-time payment in lieu of tax of $2  
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million would be remitted to the Town, and that the six acre parcel, the subject of 
discussion tonight, at least the option, and preferably the parcel, will be given to 
the Town.  He noted this is what he heard, and asked if this was the understanding 
of Council. 
 
Chairperson Hemmann asked if Councilors agree. 
 
Councilor Montinieri noted that there should be something from the Board, going 
back to Mike’s point, about their position on it, to at least coincide with the 
sentiment of the Council so that we are not going off track with whatever they 
want. 
 
Chairperson Hemmann commented that they should be able to call Raul. 
 
Councilor Montinieri responded that it should be able to be done informally. 
 
Councilor Roberts asked if the record could reflect that “the majority of Council” 
because she doesn’t support it. 
 
Councilor Hemmann commented that this is fair.   She asked if this needs to be 
put on the next agenda.  She noted that she would give Chairperson Rodriguez a 
call and get some information from that regard, and pass that information along. 
 
Councilor Manousos asked what would be the nature of the transmission from the 
Board be. 
 
Chairperson Hemmann responded that it would be whether there was a consensus, 
were they in favor of having CREC come to Town.  
 
Councilor Drake asked how often has the Board ask the Council for its opinion. 
 
Chairperson Hemmann responded that they have not. 
 
Councilor Drake commented that he doesn’t understand why Council would do it. 
Council has just talked with the Board, and what Council’s opinion is doesn’t 
mean anything but an opinion.  He noted that he doesn’t want the Board’s opinion 
and the Board obviously hasn’t asked for Council’s opinion.  He noted that the 
Board had been invited to the joint meeting and did not seem too interested in one 
way or the other.  He noted that he thinks council is fine the way they are.  He also 
commented to end it tonight and let it go forward.   
 
Councilor Montinieri asked if Jeff Bridges’ point was that he would be sharing 
with Planning & Zoning the sentiment of the Council, and asked it that is the 
outcome, the goal. 
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Chairperson Hemmann commented that they could certainly pass their consensus. 
 
Jeff Bridges added with those conditions met. 
 
Deputy Mayor Console agreed. 
 
Chairperson Hemmann also agreed. 
 
Jeff Bridges added in some form of letter, agreement, contract. 
 
Chairperson Hemmann noted that she will still pass on the information to 
Chairperson Rodriguez.” 
 
END OF CORRECTION 

 
Councilor Hurley moved “TO TABLE THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 
16, 2011” seconded by Councilor McAlister.            
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 9-0-0. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Jim Clynch, 903 Ridge Road, reported that the original white fence that was on his Marsh Street 
property had been removed and replaced with a shorter white fence.  The original white fence 
protected him from traffic along Marsh Street while he mowed the lawn.  He explained that the 
shorter white fence does not protect him as much from traffic and he was concerned about his 
safety while mowing the lawn. 
 
Gus Colantonio, 16 Morrison Avenue, commented the proposed sidewalks for Morrison Avenue 
and suggested that the Town get a second opinion on the design of the sidewalks on Morrison 
Avenue. 
 
Robert Young, 20 Coppermill Road, noted that he was surprised that the Town was only 
spending $300,000 on paving the roads this year. 
 
Jeff Bridges responded that the $300,000 is for a particular piece. 
 
Robert Young questioned what is spent for the entire year on roads. 
 
Jeff Bridges responded that in the Pavement Maintenance program, there is $500,000 from the 
budget in the Capitol Fund and an additional $350,000 that is received in different statements. 
 
Robert Young commented that there is a disparity between what is being spent on the road, 
which everyone uses and $48 million is spent on schools with only 3,800 students attending the  
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schools.   He also remarked on Cedar Hill and noted that a few years ago, Hartford Hospital had 
offered the land to Newington to buy and was turned down.   Robert Young also spoke on ethics 
and voting and noted that there are some people sit on the Council and also a Board and vote on 
particular issues and noted that Councilor Kotkin had recused himself from voting on the street 
lights.  Robert Young commented that over a year ago, he had requested information from the 
Board of Education, which was held up and told that a legal opinion was going to be done.  He 
read a letter that he received from Mr. Howes over a year after the request, which stated there 
was no legal opinion to review.  He felt this was a serious ethics problem with the Board of 
Education. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
At 8:50 p.m., Councilor Manousos moved "TO ADJOURN THE MEETING"  seconded by 
Councilor McAlister. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE. The motion passed 9-0-0. 
 
 

Dolores G. Sassano   
Town Clerk 
Approved by vote of Council 
June 20, 2011 


